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A: POLICY STATEMENT 
 

 

1. Purpose statement 

1.1 This policy is established to ensure that any entity or facility that is named at the University of KwaZulu-

Natal (UKZN) honours individuals of extraordinary achievement and whose accomplishment are of enduring 

distinction and value. In addition, naming opportunities may be granted in honour of an individual who has 

made a significant and far-reaching impact on the University through: 

1.1.1 Extraordinary public service or service to the University without consideration of monetary contribution 

1.1.2 A major monetary gift made to the university in accordance with the terms of this policy. 

 

2. Introduction and background 

The aim is to determine uniform guidelines for the naming and renaming of physical and academic entities 

in honour of persons, foundations, and corporations who by service, scholarships and donations or 

sponsorship have made exceptional contributions to the University, society and the country. 

 

2.1 Principles 

2.1.1 In naming entities after persons, the general rule is that living persons should not be considered 
although exceptions can be made to that rule under exceptional circumstances.   

2.1.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this policy, no naming will be approved or (once approved) be 
continued if such a naming will call into question the integrity or reputation of the University. 

2.1.3 Naming rights should not be granted in perpetuity but rather be time limited and subject to periodic 
review. 

3. Definitions 

3.1 For the purpose of this policy the following definitions shall apply: 

3.1.1 The term “Entity” refers to any existing office, position, department, school, programme, college, 

centre, institute or resource that may be named. 

3.1.2 The term “Facility” refers to any existing or proposed University building, building addition or 

physical space (interior and exterior) 

4. Scope  

The name of any entity at the University may be changed and the following are the most common reasons 
for a change: 

 

 A name which has existed in the past but which is not currently officially recognised but now deemed 

necessary to recognise. 

 An entity which has one or more official names but for which other names exist, including informal 

names and translated or variant forms in other languages which are not officially recognised and 

which it is proposed to recognise. 

 An official name which is a modified form of a name from another language. 

 Names which do not conform to the present orthography of the language concerned. 

    Names which do not conform to the rules of writing names adopted by the South African    

   Geographic Names Council (Act no 118 of 1998)  

 

   

 Names which are dialectal forms. 
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 Names which are historically incorrect, either in spelling or factually. 

    An entity with an existing name or names which, is proposed to be replaced  with a  new   

   name for political, historical or cultural reasons. 

 Existing names deemed offensive. 

 

5. The Policy 

The policy shall apply to all naming and renaming of university entities. 

 

 

B: PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

1. Naming Guidelines 

 

In any naming system there are always four major elements or constituents: 
i) The names 

ii) The named i.e. those people, places, and entities which carry the names 

iii) The namers i.e. those who do the naming, provide the names, or make naming decisions 

iv) The context in which the naming takes place 

1.1  The names  

The types of names which could be considered to fall under the domain of the naming committee are: 

1.1.1 The name of a brand, a company or a firm such as the Unilever Chair of Ethics or The Old Mutual Sports 

Centre. 

1.1.2 The geographical/locational (Golf Road Campus or Westville Campus) and functional (Main Science 

Lecture Theatre or Chemistry Building). 

1.1.3 Memorial name/Person’s name – the naming usually of a minor outdoor entity such as a bench or 

entrance hall after a deceased family member; or the naming usually of a teaching facility such as a 

seminar room or a lecture hall after a distinguished academic either in the history of the discipline (The 

Alan Paton Centre), or in the history of the University (the Colin Webb Hall). 

1.1.4 Theme Names – groups of buildings, usually erected at the same time may be named according to a 

particular theme. For example the student residences at Edgewood are all named after trees with the 

word wood in them (Rosewood, Essenwood), while some block of the Denison Residence in 

Pietermaritzburg are named after precious metals in recognition of financial support for the Chamber 

of Mines. 

1.2 The Named 

Most of the naming concerns physical entities on the five campuses.  The entities are the campuses; major 

buildings and building complexes, including residences; self-standing smaller buildings; rooms within 

buildings i.e. halls, lecture theatres and kitchens; sports facilities i.e. fields, stadiums and swimming pools; 

open spaces i.e. gardens and courtyards; connecting spaces i.e. roads, avenues and walkways; and minor 

outdoor structures i.e. steps, benches and drinking fountains. 

 
1.3 The Namers 

The authority for naming rests solely with the Council of the University, however any member of the UKZN 

Community, including students, staff, alumni and Council members, may propose names. The following are 

categories of namers:  

1.3.1 Sponsors both large and small. 
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1.3.2 Everyone in the UKZN community including staff, students and alumni - they have the right to propose 

a name for an un-named entity or a new name for an already named entity and to present the proposal 

to the UKZN Council. 

1.3.3 Members of specific disciplines – they are invited to propose names of past scholars in their discipline, 

specifically for teaching venues used mainly or entirely by that discipline. 

1.3.4 Members of the University Naming Committee, the University Senate and the University Council, who 

ultimately decide whether to approve name changes or new names. 

 
1.4 The Context 

Naming of entities takes place within the following contexts: 
1.4.1 Naming should take into account the history of the University, the academic nature of the institution, 

and its aims, goals and mission statement 

1.4.2 The socio-political context, including acknowledging the rights of others in a multilingual and 

multicultural   society, redressing the inequalities of the past. 

1.4.3 The language situation in KwaZulu-Natal where the official languages are isiZulu, English and Afrikaans 

with Indian dialects also an important part of KZN’s cultural heritage.      

 
1.5 Inter-relationships and dynamics within these categories 

 

The University Naming Committee should identify entities within the Institution which are not named and 

then - on the basis of ‘type of identity’ - identify a “type of namer” and introduce and facilitate the processing 

of names for submission to Senate and Council. 

 

An example of this would be the Committee identifying several larger UKZN buildings or groups of buildings 

without proper names that would be suitable for a “major sponsor” type name, and then, through the UKZN 

Foundation, identify possible donors and start negotiations with them about naming rights. 

 

Following that, the Committee checks the names against its guiding policy and naming framework before 

submitting the proposals to Senate for forwarding to Council. 

 

2. DONOR RECOGNITION GUIDELINES 

 

Donors may be recognised for their generous contributions through naming rights or donor recognition 

plaques as outlined in the Naming and Donor Recognition Guidelines. (See Appendix A) 

  

        2.1 Naming Rights 
Over and above inclusion in the University’s published list of donors, naming rights may be available to 

benefactors in certain circumstances. 

 The award of naming rights permits a building, a Chair, a scholarship scheme, an academic prize, a 

major piece of equipment, or some other facility or item of value to the University to be named in 

honour of an individual or organisation.   

 In determining the names to be used, UKZN will consider names proposed by the benefactor 

provided that they have no negative connotations/associations. 

 Naming rights for new facilities, refurbished facilities or existing facilities may be awarded provided 

that the donation exceeds the majority of the cost of the facility or equipment. 

 Naming rights cannot be made available for facilities and equipment which have already been 

named at the behest of a previous benefactor. 



Policy on Naming and Donor Recognition 18.06.18 
 

Page 4 

 Naming rights may be awarded for funding of a Chair, prize, scholarship, or bursary  for  a  specific  

period  provided  that  the  amount  donated covers the full cost-to-employer of the Chair for this 

period. Naming rights will apply only for as long as the funding lasts. 

 A named, endowed Chair will retain its name provided the yield on the endowment is sufficient to 

sustain the full cost-to-employer of the Chair. 

 

        2.2 Alterations of circumstances 

 Naming rights may be withdrawn if, in the sole opinion of the University, continued eponymous    

association of the institution with the named individual or organisation is likely to harm its 

reputation or bring it into disrepute. 

 In the event that a named Chair which is supported by an endowment is ever disestablished for any 

reason, the yields of the endowment may be dedicated to a function or purpose within the 

institution which, in the opinion of the University, most closely approximates the original intention 

of the benefactor. Naming rights shall transfer to this new function or purpose. 

 Should a named building, section of a building or piece of equipment ultimately be replaced or 

become obsolete, the benefactor or nominee will be honoured in a manner which the University 

deems to be commensurate with the original donation and the spirit in which it was provided and 

received. 

 

2.3  Other Conditions 

 The forms of recognition and associated conditions described above are neither fixed nor 

exhaustive. Prospective benefactors are welcome to suggest any variations, or request any other 

conditions, which may accord better with their circumstances or wishes. 


