
 
 

 

  

INSPIRING GREATNESS

Professor Rob Slotow
Deputy Vice-Chancellor: College of Health Sciences

cordially invites you to the 

Annual Dr MV Gumede Memorial Lecture

presented by

Professor Yonah Seleti 
Chief Director of the National IKS Office

Department of Science and Technology

on

DST’s Pharmacopoeia Project

Date 
Friday, 30 August 2013

 
Time 

13:00-14:00
(Lunch will be served at 14:00)

 
Venue

K1 and K2, K-RITH Tower Building 
Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine

719 Umbilo Road, Durban.

RSVP is essential by 28 August
MaryAnn Francis

Email: francism@ukzn.ac.za 

Dr MV Gumede

Dr Mordecai Vusumuzi Gumede BA MBChB, 
fondly known as MV, was an exceptional 
medical doctor who contributed substantially 
to the public service in the province of KZN. 

He played a key role in shaping the recognition 
and development of African traditional medicine 
and for his contribution was awarded 
an honorary doctorate (posthumously) 
by the University of Zululand in 1999.

Dr Gumede published a seminal book entitled 
“Traditional healers: a medical doctor’s perspective,” 
which is prescribed by several Universities in the 
country. His embodiment of collaboration between 
traditional and conventional medicine at a time 

when this was still anathema earned him high regard amongst traditional healers. 

Dr Gumede was a deep scholar who published a number of papers in various 
Journals including the South African Medical Journal, South African Journal of Family 
Practice, and The Leech: Wits Medical Graduate Association Journal. He 
matriculated at St Francis College in Marianhill, Durban, attained a BA Degree 
(English & History cum laude) at Natal University. Following a bout of teaching 
he further attained his MBChB degree from the University of Witwatersrand in 1949. 
Dr Gumede then joined McCords Zulu Hospital in KwaZulu-Natal where 
he served his medical internship. It was in this same year on June 
16, that he married his soul mate Melodious Phyllis Thokozile Bulose.

His medical career took him through the ranks of deputy chief medical officer 
of health for Eastern Pondoland, based in Holycross Mission Hospital, general 
practitioner in Verulam and Ndwedwe districts, medical superintendent at uMphumulo 
Mission Hospital and Appelsbosch Swedish Lutheran Hospital; district surgeon for 
Maphumulo and Ntsuze districts, Senior Medical Officer in Charge of Kwasimama 
Alcoholics clinic, and Secretary for Health and Welfare KwaZulu Government, 

Dr Gumede, a pioneer in his life time, initiated a clinic for Nursing services at Thafamasi 
Mission station and another at Umvoti district at the request of Chief Albert Luthuli. 
He was a member of RHOSA. He also served on various governing bodies including 
the governing councils of McCord’s Hospital, and King Edward VIII Hospital.

In 1989 he received the Silver Silus Medal from the then Department of National 
Health and Population Development for his contribution in the trans-
cultural medical field recognizing his interest in the role of the 
traditional healer as part of the holistic approach to “healing”. 

It is fitting at this time during African Traditional Medicine week, for the University of
KwaZulu–Natal’s  College of Health Sciences to celebrate the life and 
memory of Dr MV Gumede and in particularly his contribution to the 
advancement of traditional medicine and public health in this province.


