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Topic: Polygamy in the Zulu Kingdom during the reign of King Cetshwayo and and King Dinizulu.

The Bill of Rights protect the rights to culture. But it also protects the rights to equality and non-
discrimination, and the right to dignity. For a long time, customary unions did not have the same full legal 
status as civil marriages had in South African law. This made women in customary marriages vulnerable. 
This seminar is triggered by the passing of the Queen Regent Mantfombi Shiyiwe Dlamini Zulu whose 
passing saw tensions in the Zulu Royal Family erupt. The late King Goodwill Zwelithini’s eldest wife, Queen 
Sibongile Dlamini laid claim to 50% of the late King’s estate worth more than R71-million, including the 
Ingonyama Trust, of which the King was the sole trustee, claiming to be entitled to it because of their civil 
marriage. This webinar will examine the interactions and application  of common and customary law in 
South Africa. 

DATE: FRIDAY, 04 JUNE 2021         TIME: 14H00-16H00   PLATFORM: ZOOM

CLICK HERE to RSVP      Enquiries only: Shakila Thakurpersad  Email: thakurpersads@ukzn.ac.za

Sihawukele Ngubane is a an incisive academic and astute professional, educator, researcher, communicator, Author 
and Editor of published books and a protocol in isiZulu Royalty customs and traditions and a Professor of isiZulu 
Language, Literature and Culture at the University of KwaZulu-Natal and one of the most senior and accomplished 
isiZulu Linguist in the country. He is currently lecturing in African Comparative Philology and Onomastics and has 
taught for more than two decades. He has participated in the former University of Natal and the new KwaZulu-Natal 
playing a role in decision-making structures as the Deputy Dean in the Faculty of Humanities, Development and Social 
Sciences, Faculty Dean’s Forum, several School Boards within and outside his College, Academic Affairs and Quality 
Boards Senate and served on task team on University strike action in 2006.  He has served in Senate Language Policy 
sub-committee and in the National Ministry of Education advisory committee and as a Commissioner of South Africa.  
His visionary perspective has earned him opportunities to work on local and national strategic positions and as a 
Leader of the African Renaissance Movement in KwaZulu-Natal since 2002 to date; Zulu Royal Household Trust; DALRO; 
USiba Writers Association; Academic Authors Association of South Africa and also chairs Pan African Writers Society 
(PAWS) a continental body for academic writing and a member of the International Authors Forum.

Mphumeleli Ngidi is a lecturer in the School of Social Sciences, Department of History at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal. He joined UKZN as a student in 2006, worked as a tutor while doing his Honours and Masters degrees, and joined 
fulltime as a lecturer in November 2015. His Honours thesis focused on the history of a community soccer team, while 
his Masters dissertation focused on inter-race soccer matches in Natal in the period 1946-1960. While this research was 
based on research into sport, based on oral history conducted into Cato Manor, his current doctoral research, based 
on oral history, focuses on forced removals from Mkhumbane (Cato Manor) under the Group Areas Act in the 1960s, 
and how this is remembered in the contemporary period. As a result of his teaching, he is more broadly interested 
in various aspects of the history of KwaZulu-Natal with inter-race relations, Zulu and community history along other 
regional histories forming part of his expertise. Mr Ngidi has presented several regional, national, and international 
conferences, and has published several articles in peer-reviewed journals. 

Lesala Mofokeng is a Senior Lecturer who joined the UKZN, School of Law, Howard College Campus, Durban in 1999. 
He holds qualifications in Bachelors in Arts (BA), Bachelors of Law (LLB) obtained at the University of Natal as well as a 
Masters in Law (LLM) which he obtained from Georgetown University. Lesala is an Advocate of the High Court, South 
Africa and has lectured at the South African Law Society’s School for Legal Practice since 2004. He has presented lectures 
at the University of Pretoria’s Good Governance Academy (co-hosted by the Centre for Human Rights, University of 
Pretoria [winner of the 2006 UNESCO Prize for Human Rights Education] & the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, 
University of Oslo). He has facilitated numerous Succession Planning and Customary Law workshops for paralegals and 
auxiliary social workers. His main research areas are African customary law, religious law, legal pluralism, international 
law and international humanitarian law. He has authored and co-authored books and journal articles in legal pluralism.

Dr Gugulethu Mazibuko is a Senior Lecturer at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in the School of Arts (African 
Languages). She holds a B. Paed degree from the University of Zululand, BA (HONS) and MA from the University of 
Durban-Westville and PhD in African Languages specialising in Heritage and Culture. Dr Mazibuko is the African Union 
isiZulu Language Commissioner. She holds various awards and recognitions in the field of language. 

Munirah Osman-Hyder completed her BA LLB with former University of Durban-Westville (UDW) and her LLM 
(Constitutional Law and Human Rights Litigation) in 2004 at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.  In 2007, she completed 
her Certificate in Islamic Law at UKZN.  She was admitted as an Attorney of the High Court of South Africa. Munirah 
served articles and practiced as an attorney at Lockhat & Associates for 7 years and then joined the Campus Law 
Clinic, Howard College, at the former University of Natal in December 1997. At the Clinic she served as Supervising 
Attorney and in 2004  was appointed as Director of the Law Clinic, Howard College, UKZN. In July 2006 she joined the 
law faculty as a lecturer and is currently a lecturer in the School of Law at Howard College, UKZN. Her areas of research 
and interest are, Women’s rights, Islamic Law & Muslim Personal Law, and Constitutional litigation and Human Rights. 
She is  currently reading for her PhD and her topic is “ An analysis of the laws, procedures and institutions regulating 
the termination of Muslim marriages: Implications for Muslim women in South Africa”. She serves on the management 
committee of Association of Muslim Accountants & Lawyers (AMAL).  Her objective is to empower women and women’s 
groups in order that we may assert ourselves and claim our rightful position in the community. She has participated 
in the advocacy for the recognition of Muslim marriages since the early 1990’s when the discussion around the issue 
first started. Munirah has been an active advocate for the recognition of Muslim marriages and has conducted many 
workshops and seminars, attended many conferences and delivered papers on the topic and I has been part of teams 
that made written submissions to the Department of Justice on the Muslim Marriage Bill.
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