
 

 

  
 
 
Seminar: “Understanding black students’ access, participation and success in 
South African higher education institutions” 
 
The Centre for Critical Research on Race and Identity (CCRRI) invites you to a seminar 
“Understanding black students’ access, participation and success in South African 
higher education institutions” by Drs Zamambo Mkhize and Precious Otu. 

 
Date: Tuesday, 25 April 2017 
Time: 13h00 - 14h00 
Venue: CCRRI Seminar Room, 2nd Floor, George Campbell Building, Howard 
College Campus 
 
Abstract: The success of black students has been an area of major concern for the 
higher education sector since the demise of apartheid in 1994. Informed by the 
agenda of transformation and redress, post-apartheid higher education institutions 
(HEIs) have developed a number of strategies to enhance access, participation and 
success of African students. These strategies fall in line with constitutional and 
ministerial provisions to establish a new political order in post-apartheid South 
Africa’s higher education (Soudien Report 2008). In terms of access, there has been 
an extensive deracialisation of the overall student body at many HEIs, as the 
enrollment of black students has increased in the past few years. Yet, studies have 
continued to report that while the numbers of black students who have accessed 
HEIs in the past few years have burgeoned, completion and success rates remain 
problematic among this racial group. This presentation will focus on findings from a 
systematic review of literature on the progress the sector has made and the 
persisting bottlenecks in these students’ access to and success in HEIs. Drawing on 
Bourdieu’s theory of cultural reproduction, Bean’s model of student attrition and 
Tinto’s theory of student integration, the review critically analyses factors that 
influence student access to and success in South African HEIs. The findings of this 
review suggest that black students face a set of multilayered and complex academic 
and social obstacles that encumber their success. Further research is needed that 
focuses on innovative methodological and theoretical frameworks that would provide 
a more critical, nuanced understanding of these factors within the South African 
context.  
 
Speakers: Drs Zamambo Mkhize and Precious Otu are Postdoctoral Fellows on the 
Education and Emancipation Project that is funded by the Department of Higher Education 
and Training at CCRRI at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.  Dr. Mkhize’s research focus has 
been on modern polygyny within the Zulu culture of South Africa and the experiences of 
black women in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) fields. While 
Dr. Otu’s research interest lies in the areas of race and identity, migration and livelihoods, 
and African scholarship as an ontological and epistemological space. 


