
SYNOPSIS
Natural products chemistry is not only an important area of 
study from an academic perspective, it also possesses real 
potential to provide or inspire new chemical entities that 
may be applied in the biomedical and biotechnological 
areas of drug discovery, health products and nutraceuticals. 
The study of bioactive metabolites also represents a 
particularly good multidisciplinary arena within which 
to train research students at the interface of biology and 
chemistry.  This presentation will highlight some of the work 
currently being conducted by the UNB Natural Products 
Research Group focussing on Canadian traditionally used 

medicinal plants and their associated fungal endophytes as sources of molecules with 
antimycobacterial activity. The promise that these valuable resources hold for future 
research and development of tuberculosis therapeutics and how this can be realised 
will also be discussed.  
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Dr Christopher Gray
Christopher Gray was born in Evesham in the Midlands of 
England and grew up in the west country county of Cornwall. 
After a calamitous and somewhat misguided attempt to 
obtain a degree in biochemistry, he obtained a BSc (Hons 
1st class) in Marine Chemistry from the University of Wales, 
Bangor in 1995. Chris then travelled to South Africa to pursue 
postgraduate research, obtaining an MSc (with distinction) 
in Zoology and a PhD in organic chemistry from Rhodes 
University. On the completion of his PhD, Chris remained at 

Rhodes as a postdoctoral fellow before he travelled to Canada in 2004 to post-doc with 
Raymond Andersen at UBC. Chris accepted a faculty position at UNB in 2007 where, along 
with John Johnson he started the UNB Natural Products Research Group (NPRG). The NPRG 
is focussed on the discovery of novel bioactive natural products that will become or inspire 
new therapeutics. The group’s drug discovery efforts are focussed on plants that have 
documented uses as traditional remedies and the many fungi that inhabit the tissues of 
these plants. Since 2007, more than 40 students have been group members resulting in 
a total of 24 research publications. In recognition of the successes of the NPRG, Chris was 
named Health Researcher of the Year by the New Brunswick Health Research Foundation 
in 2013.

INSPIRING GREATNESS

THE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, ENGINEERING AND SCIENCE
School of Chemistry and Physics

cordially invites you to attend a 

Research Lecture

Antimycobacterial natural 
products from Canadian 

medicinal plants and their 
endophytes

by

Dr Christopher Gray
University of New Brunswick, Canada

Date:  Wednesday, 30 April 2014
Venue:  Chemistry Inside Lecture Theatre, Pietermaritzburg Campus

Time: 10h00 

Light refreshments will be provided

ENQUIRIES:  Vanheerdenf@ukzn.ac.za;  033 260 5886

 


