
Professor Anil Chuturgoon: Dean of Research (Acting) extends an invitation to you to attend an

Inaugural CHS Research Day, 
featuring our Research Professors and High Impact Researchers

Professor Moses Chimbari (PhD): 

Public Health Research Professor at University of KwaZulu-Natal. Previously he was 
the Dean of Research (2013-2018) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal’s Colege of 
Health Sciences; Deputy Director, Botswana Okavango Research Institute, (2008-2012); 
Director of Research and Innovation, Zimbabwe National University of Science and 
Technology (2006-2008) and Director of Zimbabwe University Lake Kariba Research 
Station, (2000-2006); Moses has 115 publications on vector borne diseases and health 
systems research; and has graduated 25 PhD and 11 Masters Students. He currently 
supervises 19 Postgraduate students and 4 Postdoctoral Fellows. His research addresses 
health challenges in context of the socio-ecological environment (Ecohealth Approach). 
Ecohealth projects he has led include; Malaria and Bilharzia in Agricultural Systems 
(IDRC; 2002-2004), Botswana Ecohealth Project (IDRC; 2010-2014), Malaria and Bilharzia 
in Southern Africa (WHO/IDRC; 2013-2017) and Tackling Infections to Bene� t Africa - 
TIBA (NIHR – UK; 2018 – current).  He is co-Deputy President for ecohealth international, 
co-Deputy Director of TIBA and Member of NIHR Global Health Community Engagement 
and Involvement Advisory Network. He served on advisory committee of Ecosystem 
Services for Poverty Alleviation (2011-2015).

Professor Inge Petersen (PhD): Scaling up integrated mental health care in 
South-Eastern Africa. Generating evidence and local capacity

Inge Petersen, PhD moved across from the Discipline of Psychology at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal in 2016 to take on the directorship of the Centre for Rural Health (CRH) 
in the College of Health Sciences. She was appointed Research Professor in the College 
of Health Sciences at the beginning of 2019. In the role of director of the CRH, she has 
strengthened the role of the CRH in engaging in collaborative implementation science 
research with the Department of Health to support the current health systems reforms 
towards universal health coverage; with a number of projects having policy impacts at 
a provincial and national level. Her personal research is focused on integrated mental 
health care in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). Over the past 15 years she 
has played a leading role on a number of research consortia and studies in sub-Saharan 
Africa and Asia that have used intervention research to investigate and drive the 
integration of mental health into primary health care. She is currently the lead Principal 
Investigator of a NIMH-funded U19 Hub, the “Southern African Research Consortium 
for Mental Health Integration (S-MhINT)” that involves South Africa, Mozambique and 
Tanzania and uses capacitation of local stakeholders in implementation science to drive 
scale-up of integrated mental health care.

Professor Beatriz De La Torrez: Solid-Phase Peptide Synthesis: Making 
Greener

Dr. Beatriz G. De la Torre graduated in Chemistry from the University of Barcelona (Spain) 
in 1989 and defended her Ph.D. in Chemistry from the same university in 1993. The 
experimental part of the thesis was conducted at the Consejo Superior de Investigaciones 
Cientí� cas (CSIC, Spain) and in the Medicinal and Pharmaceutical Chemistry Department 
at Loughborough University of Technology (United Kingdom). From 1994 to 2002, she 
served as Director of the Oligonucleotide Synthesis Facility at CSIC and then Associate 
Researcherat the same institution. In 2003, she joined the Pompeu Fabra University 
(Barcelona) (Department of Proteomics and Protein Chemistry) as junior lecturer and 
Associate Researcher. In 2014 and 2015, she served as Academic Coordinator at Yachay 
Tech, a new university in Ecuador. During 2014, she was also appointed Honorary 
Research Fellow at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (School of Health Sciences. In 2017 
was appointed as professor in the School of Laboratory Medicine & Medical Sciences, 
College of Health Sciences, at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. To date, her research 
work has produced 175 peer-reviewed articles in international journals. Co-inventor of 
three patents, she has also made many oral and poster presentation in national (Spanish) and 
international conferences. 

Professor Gert Kruger: CPRU and the 4IR

Gert Kruger graduated from Potchefstroom University, South Africa, in 1996 under the 
supervison of Frans (F. J. C.) Martins and Attie (A. M.) Viljoen. His Ph.D. lineage (https://
academictree.org/chemistry/tree.php?pid=95053) is traced back to Rudolf Criegee 
(Wutzburg) via Johan Dekker (Karlsruhe). The Dekkers introduced cage chemistry to 
South Africa, and Kruger actively pursues the synthesis, computational chemistry, and 
biotesting of cage compounds in the Catalysis and Peptide Research Unit at UKZN.

Dr Veron Ramsuran (PhD): The of e� ect HLA-A expression on HIV disease

Dr. Veron Ramsuran graduated with a PhD from the University of KwaZulu-Natal where 
he examined host factors associating with HIV disease. He spent almost 70% of his PhD 
in two international laboratories, i.e. Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and The 
University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio. After completion of his PhD 
he was recruited to join the Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and Harvard as a post-doctoral 
research fellow, he had a joint a�  liation with a contractor to the NIH and NCI. His work 
continued to focus on host factors associating with HIV disease, with special interest 
on the Human Leukocyte Antigen (HLA) genes. After completing 5 years in these 
institutes Dr. Ramsuran returned to South Africa where he is currently a Senior Lecturer 
within the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Dr. Ramsuran is also a UK Royal Society Future 
Leader African Independent Research (FLAIR) Fellow, Group Leader at KwaZulu-Natal 
Research Innovation and Sequencing Platform (KRISP), Associate Scientist at Centre for 
the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA) and a guest Researcher at 
the National Cancer Institute at NIH. He has authored several high impact publications 
including a � rst author paper in Science. In addition, he has been the recipient of 
numerous honours and awards.  He also serves as an editor on two leading international 
immunology journals.

Professor Tulio de Oliveira:  Challenging the status quo and creating an 
environment in Africa that produces the highest level of science, bring 
innovations to the market and reverses the brain drain.

Prof. Tulio de Oliveira is a bioinformatician that has � rst moved to South Africa in 1997. 
He has received his BSc at the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), Brazil 
and MSc/PhD at the Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine, UKZN, South Africa. He 
has been awarded two prestigious fellowships, an European Commission Marie Curie 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford, U.K. from 2004 to 2006 (which was selected 
as one of top 20 inspiring researcher fellows in Europe) and a U.K. Royal Society Newton 
Advanced Fellowship at the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute and University of Edinburgh 
from 2015-2019. He was the Director of the Genomics Program at the Wellcome Trust 
Africa Centre for Health and Population Studies in Mtubatuba and an A�  liate Senior 
Lecturer at the Division of Infection and Immunity at the University College London 
(UCL) from 2009 to 2016. In 2015, he was promoted to Professor at UKZN and in 2017, 
founded KRISP at the Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine, UKZN, South Africa. KRISP 
aims to create a scienti� c environment in (South) Africa that delivers high level science, 
creates innovations and reverses the brain drain. KRISP researchers have published 15 
manuscripts in Science, Nature and Lancet journals in the � rst three years of operation! 
We have also trained > 2000 individuals in scienti� c skills in Africa and allowed many 
South African scientists that were trained in some of the best Universities in the world 
to return to the country.

24th February @8h30-13h00, K1 and K2-K-RITH Building, Medical Campus.  RSVP by the 20th Feb to  Ms MaryAnn Francis,  francism@ukzn.ac.za

INSPIRING GREATNESS


