
Overview of Seminar

Given how education has been branded an important tool to the advancement of 
humanity, it is important to then locate how education can either liberate or 
oppress a people. The universal understanding of education as being a virtuous 
good for humanity found itself challenged when the then Apartheid government 
implemented Bantu Education that was deliberately designed to systematically 
advance one race. The commodi�cation of humanity, currently, possibly happens 
through academia – the exercise of intellect. Neil Faulkner and others have posed 
the question, “What is a university for” and the question that I often pose is, “What 
is a university education or speci�cally a liberal arts / Humanities education for and 
is it relevant to our context and does it provide critical skills and thinking for 
engaging globally.”

Thomas Frank warns, “To cast intellectual life as a “market” is to set up a standard 
for measuring ideas quite di�erent from the standard of truthfulness. Here ideas 
are bid up or down depending on how well they please those with the funds to 
underwrite inquiry – which e�ectively means, how well they please large 
corporations and the very wealthy” (2008:90-91).
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Short Biography:

Lukhona Mnguni holds a Bachelor of Community and Development Studies (cum laude) and an 
Honours Degree in Con�ict Transformation and Peace Studies (cum laude), both from the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal. He's the recipient of the 2012 UKZN Distinguished Students Award 
- received by two most outstanding students for that year. He received the 2013 Abe Bailey 
Travel Bursary, an all-expense paid 3 weeks stay in the United Kingdom - 18 students from 22 
Universities across the country were chosen. Lukhona is now an alumnus of the Brightest Young 
Minds in South Africa. He is a lifetime member of the Golden Key International Honours Society.

All these are in recognition of his commitment to academic excellence, outstanding leadership 
contributions in various capacities and a need to found initiatives that contribute meaningfully 
to the cause of social justice in the country.  In this regard, Lukhona is the founder of Open Mindz 
at UKZN Howard College and TheGiveback Initiative in his former high school. He is an associate 
of the Akhani Education Corporate Foundation board.  Mnguni has attended conferences locally 
and abroad, as well as conducted research in the African Union Head Quarters in Ethiopia, in 
pursuit of his academic discoveries and passions.

Lukhona is a newspaper columnist, a News24 Voices blogger and radio commentator on 
sociopolitical and socioeconomic issues. Lukhona continues to �nd time to assist where he can 
to develop others, mainly through tutoring and involvement with some clubs and societies on 
campus. He currently holds a Commonwealth Scholarship to pursue an MSc in Africa and 
International Development at the University of Edinburgh. Like any other young adult he tries 
hard to �nd time to play.

The lecture will be followed by light refreshments.

Date: Friday, 29 August 2014  |  Time: 17:30   |  Venue: Howard College Theatre, Howard College Campus
RSVP Essential to: Ms Xoliswa Zulu (Zulux@ukzn.ac.za )

 


