
PROFESSOR BO NORDELL is heading Luleå University 
of Technology’s research group on Renewable 
Energy. He has mainly been working in the fields 
of thermal energy storage and snow/ice-related 
problems. Nordell has since 1979 been working on 
renewable energy and in particular on (seasonal) 
storage of thermal energy. 

Professor Bo Nordell’s Explanation to Global Warming
Many are looking to both the scientific and political arenas for solving the 
environmental crisis. As far back as 1973 (Dixon, 1973: 184) asked:

What is wrong with the political environment which allows widespread 
pollution? What political means can be used to improve matters? 
And what is the responsibility of the scientific community? 

Many catastrophes plaguing the modern world have been linked to climate 
change. The Industrial Revolution has witnessed and never before experienced 
and imagined material progress. It has also ushered in catastrophic social 
disruptions and large-scale environmental destruction. Climate change is but 
one consequence, albeit of huge concern, of the type of society that was 
born out of the Industrial Revolution. Its’ causes are nevertheless a contested 
terrain amongst scientists, scholars and politicians alike. Scientists are bound 
within the realm of the scientific method to seek causality between human 
actions and climate change.

In November and December of 2011 South Africa hosted the 17th Conference 
of Parties (COP17) in the City of Durban. The theme for this all-important 
Conference was: “Working Together Saving Tomorrow Today.” However, 
no legal binding agreement–to curb CO2 emissions– emerged from this 
much hoped-for Conference. With COP 18 in Doha, December 2012 now 
over, concerned people throughout the world will be waiting to see if the 
commitment to a second Kyoto Protocol period will be realised. However, 
whilst governments meet to find consensus on how to tackle Climate Change, 
the scientific community must continue to understand the issue of Global 
Warming much more rigorously. My contribution to the science of Global 
Warming is summed up as follows:

“Fossil fuel combustion generates CO2 and HEAT, which sooner or 
later are let out into the atmosphere. My hypothesis means that 
the emitted HEAT is heating the world and that CO2 has very little 
influence on the warming” (Professor Nordell, 2013)

In order to hear and understand my views on the science of Global Warming, 
you are invited to a Public Lecture on 07 March 2013 in the Howard College 
Theatre at 17:30. INSPIRING GREATNESS
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