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SYNOPSIS 
Humanity has gazed at the night sky and wondered 
about the nature of the universe for thousands of 
years. We are still wondering today. Nearly all of 
the information that we have obtained about 
the universe comes to us encoded in starlight. 
The challenge of modern astronomy is one of 
finding new ways to extract information from 
ever fainter light -- light that was emitted near the 

dawn of time. This talk will explain aspects of how it is done, what we 
have learned, and what we hope to learn with the James Webb Space 
Telescope when it begins its mission in 2018.
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