
ZAKERIA YACOOB retired as a judge of 
the Constitutional Court after 15 years 
service on 31 January 2013.

He has been blind from the infancy 
-age of 16 months and studied at the 
Arthur Blaxall  School for the blind in 
Durban.

He completed his BA LLB at the University 
of Durban-Westville at the end of 1972 
and practiced at the then Natal Bar 
as junior and senior counsel until 31 
January 1998.

While in practice as an advocate, in addition to commercial 
work, he was engaged in community activities, a member of the 
underground of the ANC, defended political prisoners charged 
under unjust apartheid laws, did cases to help victims of detention, 
house arrest and other restrictive orders.

He was a member of the negotiation process and in particular 
was a member of the committee responsible for the finalisation of 
the Bill of Rights in the Interim Constitution, a member of the IEC 
that was responsible for South Africa’s first democratic election 
in 1994 and a member of the Independent Panel of Experts that 
advised the Constitutional Assembly in relation to the draft of the 
final constitution.

Has participated in many international conferences, largely on 
human and socio-economic rights.

He taught at International Law Schools in Seattle, Melbourne, 
Maryland and has regularly taught Constitutional law in the joint 
programme between The Howard Law School Washington and 
the University of the Western Cape.

Well known in national and international legal circles for his 
contribution to the socio-economic rights jurisprudence of our 
country.
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