
SYNOPSIS
The first nation-wide mathematics competition for high-
school students was organized in 1894 in Hungary. This was 
the Eötvös competition (today called Kürschák competition). 
National mathematics competitions in other countries 
followed suit. In 1959, the Romanian Mathematical Society, 
celebrating an anniversary, decided to invite high-school 
students from European socialist countries of that time to take 
part in a competition held in Braşov (Romania). The invited 
countries were Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic 
Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania and the Soviet Union (it is 

remarkable that of those 7 countries 3 do not exist anymore). Although this was intended 
as a one-time event, it turned out to be so successful, that it was repeated in 1960. It was 
then duly renamed `International Mathematical Olympiad’ (short: IMO) and thus a long 
success story started.
Today the IMO attracts more than 100 countries from all the continents. The format of the 
competition gradually evolved over the years until it reached its present-day shape. In my 
talk I will touch upon many important details of that evolution. South Africa joined the IMO 
family in 1992 with a participation in the IMO held in Moscow that year. Since then South 
Africa has been a participant in the IMO every year, collecting a total of one gold, nine silver 
and thirty-six bronze medals over the years. In the year 2014 Cape Town will be the venue 
of the IMO, South Africa thereby organizing the first ever IMO on African soil.

BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILE:  
                 Professor Jozsef Pelikan
Professor Jozsef Pelikan participated in many national and 
international mathematics competitions while a high-school 
student and won many of them. He participated as a contestant 
in four International Mathematical Olympiads (IMOs): in 1963 
he won a silver medal, and in the years 1964, 1965 and 1966 
he won three gold medals. He also won a special prize in two 
of those years. He has had an active interest in mathematics 
competitions ever since. Professor Jozsef Pelikan has served 

on the Committee of the oldest mathematics competition in the 
word, the Hungarian Kurschák Competition (which started in 1894) since 1971. He was 
one of the organizers of the IMO held in Keszthely, Hungary in 1970, and one of the chief 
organizers and Chairman of the Problem Selection Committee of the IMO held in Budapest, 
Hungary in 1982. Since 1988 he has been the Leader of the Hungarian Team participating in 
the IMOs. In the period 1992-2002 he was elected member of the leading body of the IMOs, 
the Advisory Board (IMOAB), and in the period 2002-2010 he was Chairman of the IMOAB.
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