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Lord Michael Cashman was born in December 1950 in the poor district of London’s East End, the son 
of a dock worker and an o�ce cleaner. At the age of 12 he became a child actor, starring in Oliver! in 
London’s West End and started a career in the Arts that would last a very successful 37 years until he 
entered mainstream politics.

In 1999 he was elected as a Labour Member of the European Parliament, representing the West 
Midlands region.  He used his parliamentary position to defend all human rights and civil liberties, 
and champion openness and transparency (now EU Regulation 1049/2001) at EU level. He was also 
Vice President of the powerful Petition’s Committee, the sole interface between the Institutions and 
its citizens.  As Co-President of the Parliament’s LGBT Intergroup he has sought to promote and 
uphold the fundamental rights of LGBT people in all aspects of EU legislation.

As a member of the Civil Liberties Committee, he led with others the European Parliament to force 
the incoming Commission President to withdraw the nomination of Rocco Butiglione, a professed 
opponent of women and gay rights, as commissioner for justice and security.

In 2008, he secured a commitment from the Commission to introduce a directive to tackle discrimi-
nation on the grounds of sexual orientation, religion or belief, age and disability after years of 
campaigning. From 2009 until 2014 he was Co-President for the European Parliament’s Delegation 
for relations with South Africa.

Michael served on the Labour Party’s National Executive Committee (NEC) between 1998 and 1999, 
and again between 2001 and 2012, serving as chair in his last year. He was right at the heart of the 
party when it introduced equal age of consent, the repeal of Section 28, the right for LGBT individu-
als and couples to adopt, Civil Partnerships, and a ban on discrimination in the workplace, in 
vocational training, and discrimination in the provision of goods and services.

He received a special service award from the American Association of Physicians for Human 
Rights, an Honorary Doctorate from Sta�ordshire University (UK) for his work in the �eld of human 
rights; awarded the title of ‘MEP of the Year’ in 2007 for his work on civil liberties, justice and 
home a�airs, and again in 2012 in recognition of his anti-discrimination campaigning. He also 
received the European Diversity ‘Lifetime Achievement’ Award in 2012 and was awarded a CBE 
in the Queen’s 2012 New Year Honours list for his work �ghting for equality. In 2014 he was 
named ‘Politician of the Year’ by the LGBT rights group Stonewall.

He was honoured as a Life Peer in the House of Lords in September 2014 and he is LGBTI Global 
envoy to the Leader of the Labour Party, Ed Miliband.  Michael and his partner Paul Cottingham, 
were together for 31 years, until Paul’s early death in October 2014. They celebrated their Civil 
Partnership in 2006.
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The lecture will be followed by light refreshments




