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ABSTRACT

The knee jerk response of many academics in science to the 
call for decolonization has been a quick dismissal. The call for 
decolonization is thus seen as something that is relevant to 
the humanities and social sciences, but has little meaning in 
physical science. In this talk we look at the why those calling 
for decolonization and scientists tend to talk past another. 
We look at ways in which academics have attempted to 
address decolonization in science and recognize that good 
intentions can sometimes be misguided. Finally, we look at 
the real opportunity that is embedded in the discourse. Can 
we use this to construct a significantly better version of the 
undergraduate science degree? 
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