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PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES

PROFESSOR STEVEN FRIEDMAN

Steven Friedman is Research Professor in the Humanities Faculty of the University of Johannesburg. 
He is a political scientist who has specialized in the study of democracy. He researched and wrote 
widely on the South African transition to democracy both before and after the elections of 1994 
and has, over the past decade, largely written on the relationship between democracy on the one 
hand, social inequality and economic growth on the other. In particular, he has stressed the role 
of citizen voice in strengthening democracy and promoting equality. He is the author of Building 
Tomorrow Today, a study of the South African trade union movement and the implications of its 
growth for democracy, and the editor of The Long Journey and The Small Miracle (with Doreen 
Atkinson), which presented the outcome of two research projects on the South African transition. 
His current work focuses on the theory and practice of democracy and his study of South African 
radical thought Race, Class and Power: Harold Wolpe and the Radical Critique of Apartheid  was 
published in 2015. He writes a weekly column in Business Day on current political and economic 
developments. 

PROFESSOR BHEKI MNGOMEZULU

Mngomezulu comes from Ingwavuma in far northern KwaZulu-Natal. He teaches Africa in 
International Perspective and International Relations Theory. He has seven academic degrees 
in Politics, History and Education, plus a Senior Secondary Teachers Diploma. These include 
a BPaed Degree, two Honours (one in History, one in Political Science), three Master’s (two in 
History and one in Political Science) as well as a PhD in African Political History. Five of these 
degrees were obtained at South African universities while two (including his PhD) were obtained 
at Rice University in Texas, USA. To date, Prof. Mngomezulu has published six books, thirteen 
book chapters, 12 book reviews and several articles at national and international journals. He has 
presented over 100 academic papers nationally and internationally and has travelled to around 
30 countries globally. He is a Full Professor of Political Science and Deputy Dean of Research 
at UWC, and has served as the President of the Economic History Society of Southern Africa. 
He belongs to many other academic bodies and also serves in the Nelson Mandela Museum 
Council. Mngomezulu is also a political analyst for national and international media houses 
– including radio, television and newspapers. He also writes regular opinion pieces for them.
His research interests include: international relations, African comparative politics, governance,
higher education and traditional leadership.

DR NOLUTHANDO PHUNGULA

Phungula is a Political Science Lecturer at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, PMB campus. 
She obtained her doctorate from the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) in South Africa. She 
holds a Master’s in International Relations from UKZN. Phungula’s research interests focus on 
conflict transformation and peace studies, China-South Africa relations, and governance in local 
government.

DR MARSHALL MAPOSA

Marposa is a senior lecturer in history education at UKZN’s School of Education. He has nine 
years experience as a secondary school teacher and another nine as a lecturer at his university, 
from which he obtained a PhD in history education. His research interests are textbook research, 
history education (particularly historical literacy), African history and African consciousness. He has 
published articles and book chapters on these issues and has presented on them at local and 
international conferences. His research is conducted from an Africanist perspective, which explains 
his interest in representations of Africa in history. Among the awards he has received are the Top 
Emerging Researcher in the Humanities award at his university (2016) and the English Academy of 
Southern Africa’s Thomas Pringle Award for the Best Educational Article (2017). He is also the co-
editor of the journal Yesterday & Today and an executive member of the South African Society for 
History Teaching.

CHAIR
PROFESSOR SURIAMURTHEE MAISTRY

Suriamurthee Maistry is a professor in the School of Education of the University of KwaZulu-
Natal. He leads “The South African Textbook Research Project” and “The Higher Education Pedagogy 
Project”. His latest project entitled “Decolonising postgraduate supervision” focuses on research 
supervision practices in the context of decolonization debates in South Africa. He has an interest in 
political economy and ideology as it relates to education.




