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Disability, not inability
The Disability Unit on the
Pietermaritzburg campus commemorated National Disability
Awareness Day on 1 September.
Working under the theme
“Disability does not mean inability:
Society disables me but disability
enables me”, participants looked at
the barriers and challenges facing
disabled people on campus and
how to create general awareness
around disability issues.
In his opening address, SRC
President Mdu Ntuli said that “We
need to make an honest assessment
of how much we have done to cater
for the disabled. There must be
tangible improvements in our

response”. While there are plans
to make campus buildings more
accessible to disabled students, “if
we are to be effective custodians
of students’ interests, we have to
translate policies into reality. Disability issues must become part and
parcel of the University’s agenda.”
Second year BA student Mongezi
Ngidi launched his book on living
with albinism at the event. He
describes the book, Black or
White, does it matter? as “my
journey with albinism”. He wants
to “give persons with albinism a
voice… people must know that we
are capable of doing something”.

Challenges faced by people with
albinism include skin sensitivity,
vision impairment and discrimination. There are many myths
about albinos. Some people believe
that albinos never die, but disappear
into the mist and mountains.
Mongezi says that there are also
those who think that when a woman
gives birth to an albino child, it’s a
curse. All these myths are based on
a lack of information and superstition. Many albinos are financially
disadvantaged and cannot care for
themselves. He would like to start

an Albinism Support Club, which
will both support those living with
albinism and create awareness
about the condition.

Professor Liz Gunner of the Centre
for African Literary Studies, who
wrote the foreword for the book
and assisted Mongezi in writing
it, says it is a wonderful piece of
work. “It is a story of kindness and
love.” The book is published by
Solar publications, an organisation
established by the youth to motivate
them to write, and sponsored by
Aberdare Cables.
The General Manager of Aberdare
Cables, Mr Andre Smith, presented
a cheque to Mongezi Ngidi in
support of his project. Formerly
known as Scottish Cables, the
company manufactures power
cables. Mr Smith says that he was
inspired Mongezi’s positive spirit.
He urged other companies to
support disabled people.
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“I

t is the responsibility
of each and
every one of
us, both
disabled
and nondisabled, to work at breaking down
the barriers facing disabled people.
It is also important to look at the
ability of disabled people. Look at
the person first and then the
disability.” (Nafisa Mayat,
Disability Unit co-ordinator)

Sensory Solutions from Johannesburg displayed assistance devices
for disabled people. The Guide Dog
Association showed how guide
dogs act as ‘eyes’ for the blind.
POSITIVE ATTITUDE: Mongezi Ngidi.

- Bhekani Dlamini

Students reach out
GRADE 11 learners from around
KwaZulu-Natal had a wonderful
opportunity to find out about study
and vocational opportunities in
Science and Agriculture at the
Science Symposium on the Howard
College campus. Organised by the
Science Faculty Student Council
(SCC), this annual event has been
held since 1966.
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The symposium aims to reach out
to learners who have an interest
in Science and Agriculture and to
provide them with an idea of the
diverse opportunities available in
these areas of study. Substantial
sponsorship for this event was
received from several organisations, including Sappi and
Beacon Chocolates.

Some of the learners from Sacred Heart School who attended the Science Symposium.
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At the end of July more than 500
learners, accompanied by their
teachers, filled the lecture theatres
in the Science Block to listen to
talks by lecturers from the nine
schools within the Faculty. Recent
graduates were also on hand to
relate their personal experiences
and to interact with the learners.
Teachers viewed this as a valuable
experience for learners, as it
exposed them to things they don’t
learn about at school.
The Science Symposium was also
a wonderful learning experience for
the students who took on the task
of planning, organising and implementing this successful event.
- Vicky Crookes

8 UKZN Golf Gala
Pietermaritzburg

Westville

Trees for life
The Edgewood Environmental
Forum (EFF) was established in
2001. Edgewood students have
formed their own “Enviro Club”,
which is affiliated to the EEF. The
students are hoping the club will
receive a grant from the local SRC
in 2006 to support its work.
The Forum has been ‘greening’ the
campus by planting trees as well as
indigenous plants for the past four
years. This year, they were planted

in the old “Stepping Stones Preschool” garden.
This year’s guest speaker, Mr Alan
Pillay, lecturer in Science Education on the Edgewood campus,
drew attention to the grave destruction of the environment
caused by, among other things, the
cutting down of trees. He urged all
concerned to reverse this process
by rather planting new trees.
The EEF is working hand-in-hand
with the Richmond Mariannhill
and other local conservancies.
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THE Edgewood campus celebrated
Arbor Week by planting a large
variety of indigenous plants on 7
September.

Team building

- Thembeka Dlungwane

Finance Division team members clearly enjoyed their team building day.

U

KZN’s Finance Division
has been operating as
integrated unit since 1
February. All corporate functions
have been merged and the division
is operating from J Block on the
Westville campus.

NEW LIFE: The new indigenous garden on the Edgewood campus.

Community health
EVERY July, second year
Community Health Nursing
students undertake practical
projects in different communities
in Durban.
The Point Community group
worked with children. Drug abuse,
alcoholism, sexual abuse and HIV/
Aids were identified as the four
main health problems in the
community. Children in the area
have very few recreational
facilities.
The students presented a
programme for Grade 4-7 learners
at Addington Primary School.
They provided basic information
on the health problems identified
and played games which enhanced
the children’s knowledge of these
problems. Thanks to the generous
support of sponsors, the children
enjoyed prizes, sweets, apples,
juice and hotdogs throughout the
programme. Feedback from the
school was very positive.
Another group of students worked
with the Cato Crest community.
On 5 July, residents gathered at the
community hall to discuss waste
disposal and sanitation. A
spokesperson from the municipality’s Solid Waste Department
gave a presentation on the importance of keeping our environment

clean and gave tips on safe ways
to dispose of waste. Community
members were made aware of the
bad effect litter has on the environment and were given information
on collection dates for waste. A
play on waste disposal and health
hazards was an effective way to
raise awareness.
The following day, the students ran
a programme on nutrition. This
covered the importance of good
nutrition in infants, ante-natal care
and a workshop on vital signs
(blood pressure, pulse, respiration,
and temperature) for community
volunteers and Cato Crest
community health workers. The
students also made a presentation
on the stages of HIV/Aids.
The fourth year students organised
a conference on 5 July for their
community
project.
The
Psychiatric Nursing students
presented their academic papers
and group projects. Mr. Mike
Hartey of Shekinah Care Centre
gave a presentation on the huge
problem of drugs in the Durban
community. Mrs. Wendy Holt of
Adams Booksellers exhibited the
latest books on Mental Health and
Psychiatric Nursing.

Chief Finance Officer Professor
Kanthan Pillay says that the
division must provide an efficient
service to the entire university
community: “Our office motto is
‘Customer Care’. We should work
with a spirit of ubuntu, and respect

the work we do”. He sees the need
for major transformation within
the division, particularly with
regard to the lack of African people
and women in senior positions.

Gareeb from the Procurement
Office proved very adept at serving
ice cream, while Mrs Jenni Riddell
and Professor Pillay competed on
the singing front.

To promote harmony, efficiency
and effectiveness the division
organised a team building exercise.
On Friday 22 July, the whole staff
set aside their tools and enjoyed a
day of fun at the Westville campus
Sports Centre. Activities included
a sack race, relay races, soccer and
an egg and spoon race. Mr Pravin

Commenting on the relocation,
Mahendra Bimalkumer from the
Pietermaritzburg campus said that,
at first, staff had reacted badly to
being moved. But once people got
to know one another, they became
a happy team.

Editorial
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Centres of the University:
A critical resource for the Premier University of African Scholarship
This issue of ukzndaba carries
features on the Centre for African Literary
Studies (CALS) and the Centre for the AIDS Programme
of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA), two projects which the
University community may justifiably be proud of.
It is clear from the feature that both CAPRISA and CALS undertake work that is
not being done in other quarters of the University. By focussing solely on AIDS research,
with a team of dedicated and committed staff, CAPRISA is able to take its place on a
global platform as a leader in this field. Given the constraints placed on academic staff it is
extremely difficult for those committed primarily to the teaching and learning endeavour to
give fully of their time to research initiatives. With heavy workloads and sometimes difficult
student staff ratios, time for research is limited. It is therefore essential for the University to
continue to provide the Centres of the University with the support necessary for its success.
CALS is in a similar position. Launched last year amidst much fanfare, the Centre houses the best
collection of African literature in the world. We cannot claim to be the Premier University of African
scholarship and not at the same time house the intellectual and material resources essential for
meeting that vision. Being a world-class university requires that we explicitly identify our niche
areas, and CAPRISA and CALS represent two of these, that we resource them adequately
through committed and dedicated staff and that we enhance their productive capacities. This
is in line with the prevailing view that we ought to do fewer things, but do them better,
because no institution can be all things to all people.
Future issues of ukzndaba will cover similar Centres that meet the criteria for
successfully projecting the vision and mission for our institution.

Professor Dasarath Chetty, Executive Director,
Public Affairs and Corporate Communications

The ukzndaba team

- Charlotte Engelbrecht and
Penny Orton
Dasarath Chetty

Deanne Collins

Bhekani Dlamini
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Thembeka Dlungwane

Fikisile Mabaso

Jennene Singh

Spotlight on … UKZN Centres

Centre for African Literary Studies
THE Centre for African Literary
Studies on the Pietermaritzburg
campus houses probably the finest
collection of modern African
literature on the continent and
combines this resource with a
commitment to excellence in
research in African literatures,
both anglophone and francophone.
Moreover the Centre has also set
about expanding its lusophone
holdings and is committed to the
inclusion of literature in African
languages as part of its holdings.
The Centre hopes to play a key role
in bringing together scholars from
different African universities and
in building the knowledge and
research capacity of scholars on
the continent working in literature
and more broadly in the humanities.
It will also attract scholars from the
North and from Asia who wish to
research on African literatures
either from a regional, national or
transnational perspective.

The Centre promotes scholarly discussions on African literary studies.

The Centre’s collection is based at
present largely on the collection of
books, pamphlets, film and video
material and an extraordinarily
rich and rare collection of journals,
built up over more than forty years

by Professor Bernth Lindfors,
formerly of the University of
Texas, Austin. Generous donor
funding enabled the University to
purchase the collection, ship it
from Houston, Texas to South
Africa, and to house it in specially
renovated and prepared quarters.

Memorial lecture and play its part
in the public promotion of
scholarly life for the arts and in
particular African literary studies.
All such events inspire a belief in
African scholarship and excellence
and are at the heart of the University’s vision for the future.

During 2004, the Centre held a
number of events. These included
an Open Day in May. Interested
staff of the University across the
disciplines were invited to become
Centre Members, and this group
has formed the core of those who
support the Centre’s activities.
Later in the year a joint seminar
on Mali was held, organised with
the Timbuktu Manuscripts Project
of the Department of Arts and
Culture. In September 2004 the
Centre was officially opened by Dr
Pallo Jordan, Minister for Arts and
Culture. Other events included the
first Bloke Modisane Memorial
Lecture, given by Professor F.
Abiola Irele of Harvard University,
also in September, and a conference on Modern Mass Media,
Memory and the Popular
Imagination. It is hoped that the
Centre will continue to hold regular
seminars, and an annual Modisane

In 2005 the Centre has made huge
strides in cataloguing and
classifying the valuable collection
of material for research use. The
first researchers arrived in July. So
far one public inter-disciplinary
seminar has been held this year.
Another feature of the Centre’s
activities is its commitment to
building up the research capacity
of young scholars working in
African literatures. Weekly
graduate research seminars take
place at the Centre, where Masters
and Doctoral students and postdoctoral and staff members present
their work.
It is envisaged that research
projects with other universities
will be built up and that the Centre
will become part of a network of
researchers working nationally
and globally.

CAPRISA
THE Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South
Africa (CAPRISA) was established
in 2002 by five major partner
institutions; UKZN, the University
of Cape Town, the University of
Western Cape, the National
Institute for Communicable
Diseases, and Columbia University. There are also four South
African and three US institutions
as minor partners. CAPRISA’s
headquarters are located in the
Doris Duke Medical Research
Institute at the Nelson R Mandela
School of Medicine.

CAPRISA’s multi-institutional
team members are recognised for
their expertise in the areas of basic
and molecular epidemiology,
virology, immunology, infectious
disease medicine, HIV primary
care and service delivery, bioinformatics, social and behavioural
science, statistics, ethics, and
health policy. CAPRISA is funded
principally by the National Institute
of Health, USA (NIH) through itss
CIPRA program. The main goals
of CAPRISA are to conduct locally
relevant, globally competitive
cutting edge research on HIV/
AIDS and TB; build infrastructure

for research; and provide research
training.
CAPRISA comprises three major
impact research projects, a treatment programme, three research
programmes, and a host of associated projects.

Research
The START Trial (STarting
AntiRetroviral Therapy) is a
clinical trial evaluating whether
the integration of HIV-1 care into
existing TB care services reduces
AIDS mortality and morbidity in
resource poor settings.
The acute infection study aims to
elucidate HIV pathogenesis and
immune escape that influence the
set point in heterosexually
acquired HIV subtype C infection.
Phase II microbicide trial aims
to assess the safety and effectiveness of two vaginal microbicides
for the prevention of HIV infection in young women.

Aids Treatment
Programme
CAPRISA AIDS Treatment (CAT)
will initiate ART in 1000 patients

CAPRISA’S team of researchers in the Acute Infection Study.

at two sites, one urban and one
rural, in KwaZulu-Natal.

advice for all CAPRISA’s projects.
TB/HAART Programme
Studies in this programme include:

Research Programmes

O

TB in HIV+ miners on ART
– will describe the clinical
spectrum, treatment outcomes
and inflammatory responses
associated with TB that occurs
while on antiretroviral
therapy.

O

TB Treatment Consortium –
a TB therapy trial.

Women and Aids
This Programme is located in
Vulindlela in the KwaZulu-Natal
Midlands. It comprises several
projects that investi-gate HIV
infection in young women.
Bioethics Programme
This provides legal and ethical

Training
The CAPRISA training programme has as its goal to enhance
skills and contribute to strengthening the science base to undertake
HIV/Aids research in South Africa
and beyond. In addition to
sponsored fellowships, CAPRISA
hosts the Fogarty/Ellison Overseas
Fellowship in Global Health and
Clinical Research Training and
World Health Organization
Fellowships.
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Young scientists expo
Addressing the learners, guest
speaker Mr Noel Drew noted the
many excellent projects on display
and commended them for having
grasped the art of presentation.
Dean of Engineering Professor
Nelson Ijumba advised his audience
to make good use of this opportunity
to have access to information and
technology, which is an important
pillar of future progress.
The prize for the best project in
the junior category was shared by
four Grade 7 leaners from Clifton
Preparatory School in Durban.

Justin Murphy and Mitchell
Caley’s project “Watch your
weight”, and Michael Ashton and
Michael Tack’s project on the “Amazing power of maize” came out
tops. The prize for the best senior
project went to Lisa Wessels who
is in Grade 11 at the Deutsche
Schule Hermannsburg in Hermannsburg for her project entitled
“The effect of rain on the oil yield
of Pelargonium roseum”.
Learners can enter in 40 categories
in diverse disciplines ranging from
chemistry, physics, biology,
medicine, conservation, environmental studies, electronics and
robotics, computer studies, design,
engineering and technology, to
collections and constructions.
Learners have usually attended an
earlier expo at their schools and
they are chosen to attend this one.
Anyone who is interested can,
however, submit an entry.

Picture: Sally Giles

M

ore than 400 projects
were submitted for the
21st Annual Expo for
Young Scientists held on the
Howard College campus from
16-17 August. The Expo was
organized by Professor Bice
Martincigh of the School of Pure
and Applied Chemistry. The main
sponsor was FFS Refiners.

- Bhekani Dlamini

CAPTIVATING: Learners look at the solar car which was designed at UKZN.

rights of cultural, religious and
linguistic community and also unity
in diversity. University staff serving
on the Commission include
Professor Solly Dangor, lecturer
in Islamic studies; Dr Thenjiwe
Magwaza, Gender Studies Pro-

gramme Director and a researcher on
Zulu culture and the Shembe
religion; and Professor Sihawu
Ngubane, Deputy Dean in the Faculty
of Humanities, Development and
Social Sciences. Professor Ngubane
is the Commision Convenor.

Pr o m o t i n g e q u a l i t y

Picture: Bhekani Dlamini

UKZN academics are playing a
leading role in the Commission for
the Promotion and Protection of
the Rights of Cultural, Religious
and Linguistic Communities (CRL).
The CRL seeks to promote equality;
respect for, and the protection of the

ADVANCING RIGHTS: CRL Commissioners (front) Dr Thenjiwe Magwaza, Professor Sihawu Ngubane and M Soni
Amina; (back) Ms Pumla Madiba, Mr Barnabas Mthembu, Professor Karthy Govender and Professor Solly Dangor.

New partnership

The CRL held its first National
Consultative Conference, entitled
“Unity in Diversity: Is it a
Challenge or an Opportunity”, in
November last year. After interaction with communities, the
commission received 26 submissions from the public raising
issues that they want to be investigated and resolved. It organised a
seminar on “Democracy, Traditional/
Ethnic/Religious and the Dress Code
in South Africa” on 26 August on the
Westville campus. Fifty people from
different communities attended.

Human Rights Commissioner
Professor Karthy Govender, who
also lectures in Law on the Howard
College campus, outlined the legal
aspects of cultural expression in
line with constitutional democracy,
which he said, is a system where
government can only rule subject
to people’s rights. “The right to
religion is protected in our
constitution and is a very important
right”, said Professor Govender.
But he advised that in as much as
people have the right to cultural,
religious and linguistic community, these may not be inconsistent with other provisions in the

Bill of Rights. He also said that a
complainant must be able to
provide sufficient evidence that
his/her right to religion has been
infringed or taken away. South
African law prohibits unfair discrimination and not discrimination
in general. To create equality, courts
have to decide whether there is
unfair discrimination or not.
Mr Barnabas Mthembu, who was
commissioned to produce draft
policy on school uniforms by the
former Minister of Education,
Professor Kader Asmal, spoke on
school uniform and people’s
rights. He said that “Practices
pertaining to school uniforms
should not infringe on access to
education and on any educational
rights of children. No child must
be refused admission to a school
if he/she does not have a uniform”.
He would rather parents use their
resources to buy a mathematics
text book than a uniform. He said
that school uniform policies
should accom-modate learners’
religious practices. The draft
school uniform policy has not yet
been publicly tested.
- Bhekani Dlamini

THE School of Politics has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Public Policy Partnership (PPP). Present at the signing ceremony were Mr Adrian Crewe, PPP Director;
Professor Fikile Mazibuko: Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head of the College of Humanities; Professor Raphael de Kadt, Head of the School of Politics and Professor of Government and
Public Policy, Professor Ralph Lawrence from the Pietermaritzburg campus.
The PPP is a national organisation that provides funding to students who are interested in specialising in the field of public policy and working in the public sector. Mr Crewe says that
it “is a very serious Programme, demanding a long range commitment from its students and aiming to produce a whole new generation of skilled, effective, ethical policy practitioners for
government and the NGO sector.”
To qualify, students must complete two intensive 3-week residential winter schools in public policy, ethics, economics and statistics offered on both the Pietermaritzburg and Westville
campuses. Once they have completed their undergraduate studies, they can then receive funding to further their studies in public policy at post-graduate level, at either the Howard
College or Pietermaritzburg campuses. Recipients must serve a year-long work experience placement in the public sector (either government or an approved NGO) between
completion of their Honours degree and commencement of the Masters year. When the students have completed their postgraduate studies they are required to work in the public
sector for a minimum of four years. The Programme has been in place since 2000 and presently accommodates 120 students.
- Siyabonga Seme
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Workshop on street children

The highlight of the programme
was a presentation by Father
Barnabi de Souza, Director of
Shelter Don Bosco, a nongovernmental organisation that
has been working with street
children and other maginalised
youth in Mumbai, India since 1987.
Thirty five to forty thousand
children live on the streets in
Mumbai. Shelter Don Bosco
provides counseling, home
placements, job placements,
formal and non formal education
and vocational training. Father de

Souza shared his experiences of
working with street children and
looked at ways of bringing together
research and practice in this field.
Following an inception workshop
in April last year, a participatory
action research approach was used
for the engagement of children
from the street and service providers with the aim of developing
a draft manual detailing evaluation
strategies for specific intervention
programmes. The latest workshop
was designed to engage stakeholders in this process.
A core group of UKZN staff are
involved in this research, which is
funded by SANPAD (the South
African Netherlands Research
Programmes on Alternatives in
Development).
- Thembeka Dlungwane and
Siyabonga Seme

SHARING EXPERIENCES: Father de Souza engages with workshop participants.

Victory for karate champs
Howard campuses. Westville is the
main site for the sport.

Picture: Madoda Mahlangu

In April 2004, Carl participated in
the KZN All Styles Karate
Championships and came first. He
has been a black belt champion since
1994 and is very much involved with
community projects. He teaches
karate to youngsters in Westville,
Wentworth and KwaMashu.

CHAMPIONS ALL: Carl Webster (l) and his winning team.

UKZN students proved that they
are the champs when they won the
SASU Karate Tournament in Cape
Town. The women’s team beat 16
other tertiary institutions to take
first place in the tournament, while
our men students took third place.
Coach and team member Carl
Webster, an Honours student in
Sports Science, scooped first

position for the ‘3rd Dan Black Belt’,
ranked third best in the world.
The women received gold medals
and the men bronze. Carl was
awarded a gold medal for his division
and another gold as the best fighter.
The team practices four times a week
in the evenings. There is an assistant
coach at the Pietermaritzburg and

“I feel good, it’s a stepping stone
for becoming world champion, and
I would not have done it without
the team. Seven UKZN karate
players have been chosen to enter
the USA Karate World Championships which will be held next July.
We appeal to the University community to lend a helping hand and
give us sponsorships, so that we
may represent our University
internationally” he said.
- Thembeka Dlungwane

NSFAS
visit
Picture: Sally Giles

T

he University’s Centre for
Social Work held a
workshop on “Assessing
the effectiveness of the intervention
projects for street children in
KwaZulu-Natal through the use of
appropriate evaluation methodologies” at the Glenmore Pastoral
Centre on 2 September.

A delegation from the National Student Financial Aid Scheme
(NASFAS) visited the University on 11 August. The delegation met with
Rev James Ngomane of the Student Funding Centre.
This year, NSFAS has distributed R80 million in bursaries and loans.

- Thembeka Dlungwane

Water expo

Professor Chris Buckley, Head of
the Pollution Group at UKZN’s
Department
of
Chemical
Engineering, said that the
Commission funds a number of
water research projects at the
University. Water is one of the
strategic research thrusts of the

University. A large number of
University departments put up
d i s p l a y s a t t h e e x h i b i t ion,
leaving Commission members
very impressed with the
quality of research being done.
Representatives from the
Durban Institute of Technology, the eThekwini Municipality, and local schools were
invited to the exhibition.

Picture: Madoda Mahlangu

THE Water Research Commission
supports water research and
development as well as the
building of sustainable water
research capacity in South Africa.
This year ’s Water Research
Commission Exhibition was held
at the the Howard College campus
Library.

Professor Buckley said that “the
success of the exhibition shows the
strengths and depth of water
research at UKZN”.
- Thembeka Dlungwane

BUILDING RESEARCH CAPACITY: The Water Research Commission Exhibition at the Howard College
campus Library was well-attended.
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UKZN achievers

Making music Central banking
U
KZN student Sarah
Pudifin was invited to be
concert master of the
Sasol National Youth Orchestra for
the National Youth Orchestra
Course in July.

PROFESSOR
Vishnu
Padayachee of the School of
Development Studies, who
serves as a Non-Executive
Director of the South African
Reserve Bank, accompanied a
Reserve Bank delegation to the
Annual General Meeting
a n d t h e 7 5 th A n n i v e r s a r y
celebrations of the Bank for
International Settlements
(BIS) in Basel, Switzerland
in June.

Two hundred and fifty musicians
from around South Africa, all
between the ages of 15 and 25,
attended the course in Bloemfontein. The most prestigious
group, the Sasol National
Orchestra, was conducted by South
African/Dutch composer Conrad
Von Alphen.
Auditions for the Orchestra were
held around the country during
May, recorded anonymously on
tape. The results of these auditions
were found out only when the
musicians arrived in Bloemfontein.
Four musicians, of whom Ms
Pudifin was one, from KwaZuluNatal were selected, and she was
also invited to be concert master.
After an intensive ten days of sixhour rehearsals under the baton of
Von Alphen, as well as sectional
rehearsals taken by some of the
country’s top teachers, the standard
achieved by this group was very
high. They performed two concerts, one in Bloemfontein and one
in Johannesburg, to full houses
and standing ovations!

Sarah Pudifin tuning the orchestra during a rehearsal at the National Youth Orchestra
Course in Bloemfontein.

The orchestra has been invited to
attend the Beethoven Festival in
Bonn, Germany, next year. Ms
Pudifin has been invited to be the
leader of the orchestra again on the

New President
During his term of office,
Professor Ford hopes to
increase the Institute’s
membership by increasing
confidence in its work and
what it offers members. He is
also tasked with improving the
Institute’s cash flow situation
to enable it to provide more
generous seed funding for
conferences organised by its
various specialist divisions
and geographical sections.

Professor Tony Ford.

THE South African Chemical
Institute unanimously elected
Professor Tony Ford as its
President at its Annual General
Meeting at the University of the
Witwatersrand on 19 July. He
will serve a two-year term.
Professor Ford is the professor of
theoretical chemistry in the
School of Chemistry on the
Howard College campus.

He sees his appointment as an
opportunity to enhance the
status of chemists as
professionals, and improved
recognition as experts in their
respective fields. He hopes to
increase awareness of career
opportunities in the field of
chemistry among secondary school
learners and university and
technikon students.

- Bhekani Dlamini

tour to Germany. She is currently
enrolled for a Law degree at the
University, and is studying Violin
with Isaac Melamed through the
UKZN School of Music.

The BIS is an international
organisation which promotes
international monetary and
financial co-operation, and acts
as a bank for central banks. It
was established in May 1930,
making it the world’s oldest
international financial organisation. The BIS was initially set
up to facilitate post World War
One reparations payments but
has increasingly acted mainly
as a critical organ promoting
central bank co-operation.
Basel was chosen as its Head
Office, partly because of Swiss
neutrality, and party because
the city stands at the confluence
of Europe’s major railways

6

Fifty-five central banks hold shares
in the BIS and therefore have voting
rights. South Africa has been a
shareholder for many decades, and
has recently acquired more shares.
Apart from the G8 and a few other
countries, South Africa is one of the
largest shareholders among emerging
market economies, clearly one of the
most respected members, and one of
only two members on the African
continent. However, in order to carry
out its mandate, the BIS also invites
non-member central banks and
monetary authorities to participate in
its many meetings and activities.
Professor Padayachee said that
“This was a great opportunity to
learn first-hand about some of the
key issues in central banking, and
to meet and talk to central bankers.
It was also a special treat for me to
bump into one of South Africa’s
greatest novelists, Lewis Nkosi,
sitting in one of the cafes of this
beautiful Art Noveau city, editing
the manuscript of his forthcoming
novel (Mandela’s Ego)”.

Media consultant
Awards for Shaik trial

PROFESSOR
Hoosen
Coovadia, the Victor Daitz
Chair in HIV/Aids Research at
the Nelson R Mandela School
of Medicine, is the recipient of
two prestigious awards.

Law expert Professor Robin
Palmer served as a legal consultant and commentator for

The Royal Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene has
elected Professor Coovadia
Honorary Fellow of the Royal
Society of Tropical Medicine
and Hygiene in view of his
‘eminent services to tropical
medicine’.
For his contribution to HIV/
Aids patients including children,
the 5th International Conference
on Aids India announced that
the ‘life time achievement
award’ will be presented to Prof
Coovadia at the inaugural
ceremony of the conference in
October.

Professor Robin Palmer.

the media on various aspects of
the historic trial of Durban
businessman Shabir Shaik who
was convicted of two charges of
corruption and one of fraud and
sentenced to 15 years in jail in
the Durban High Court in June.
“This was the first high-profile
prosecution of corruption where
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various new anti-corruption laws,
such as the Prevention of Organised
Crime Act, were applied,” said
Professor Palmer. He believes
that the judgment will influence
how the courts interpret various
offences contained in anticorruption legislation, especially
in defining the ambit of corrupt
behaviour, as opposed to
permissible political lobbying.
An advocate and member of the
KwaZulu-Natal Bar, Professor
Palmer is the Director of the
Institute for Professional Legal
Training and a Course Coordinator at the Law Society of
South Africa, School for Legal
Practice. He is the former Director of
the UKZN Law Clinic and President
of the Association of University Legal
Aid Institutions. He teaches Criminal
Procedure, Civil Procedure, Forensic
Investigation, Evidence, Clinical Law
and Legal Aid in the Faculty of Law
on the Howard College campus.
- Bhekani Dlamini

UKZN achievers

Open Day winners
T

Picture: Fred Laskey

Picture: Sugen Reddy

he winners of the trophies for the best Open Day displays on four campuses were announced during September. They are: Early Childhood Education on the Edgewood
campus; AgriSciences and Agri-Business on the Howard College campus; the School of Chemistry on the Pietermaritzburg campus; and the Department of Physiotherapy on
the Westville campus.

WINNERS: (l-r) Mrs Maliga Pillay, Mrs Hasina Banu Ebrahim, Mrs Vijaylakshmi John and Dr Almon Shumba
with the Early Childhood Education display.

Finalist
highly successful research
operation with a staff of 30, who
have produced significant results
in the field of HIV Research.

Dr Photini Kielpiela.

DR Photini Kielpiela, who heads
up the research team at the HIV
Pathogenesis Programme (HPP) at
the Nelson R Mandela School of
Medicine, was a finalist in the
Science and Technology category
in the Shoprite Checkers / SABC
2 Women of the Year Contest.
Dr Kiepiela has played a key role
in the establishment if the HPP
laboratory. It has grown into a

Dr Kiepiela’s work introduces
young South African researchers
from previously disadvantaged
backgrounds to cutting-edge
research that helps them understand
how the immune system succeeds or
fails against HIV. The HPP research
facility is a world class model that
demonstrates that immunologic
assessments of the highest quality
can be obtained at the centre of the
epidemic in Africa.
Dr Kiepiela has worked with
international organisations and
researchers to make the programme
a success. She is passionate about
her work and an inspiration to all
young researchers, believing that
“basic science research should
translate and make an impact in
alleviating the disease in the
population being studied”.

AIDS and theology
DR Edwina Ward of the School of
Religion and Theology on the
Pietermaritzburg campus is to coordinate a R3 million theological
study project on HIV/Aids funded
by the Swedish International
Development Agency. She has
been seconded to the project as the
Church of Sweden’s All-Africa coordinator.
Faculties of theology at the
University of Stellenbosch and
universities in Ethiopia and
Tanzania are also involved in the

project. Each participating institution will have ten Masters
students who will study on a full
scholarship for a year.
Dr Ward said that it was recognised
that churches had a special role in
civil society and were unique in
being the only movements to reach
out to all strata of the population.
The Masters students would be
expected to implement their knowledge in the local situation. They
would also be expected to publish
the results of their research.

The project aims to generate
ongoing study, which would lead
to churches being equipped to fight
HIV/Aids. The results of the study
would include the development of
a theology on HIV/Aids. Models
to integrate it into theological
education would be created to
show how churches could
practically and verbally approach
questions on the pandemic.
(Edited version of an article by
Stephanie Saville, The Mercury,
14/9/2005)

Excellence recognised
THE doyenne of hypertension and
renal medicine in South Africa,

Curriculum development
DEPUTY Vice-Chancellor and Head of the
College of Health Sciences Professor Leana Uys
and Ms Thandi Gwele (previously from UKZN)
have published a book on curriculum
development. The book covers the process of
curriculum development and also deals with
innovative curriculum design, including
problem-based, community-based, case-based
curricula and inter-professional learning. It can be
ordered from the Routledge website.

TEAM WORK: The team that put together the Department of
Physiotherapy’s winning display
(standing, l-r) Mr R Khan, Ms S Ramgovind, Ms M Naidoo, Ms N Ndlovu
and Mrs P Govender (seated l-r) Mr L Chetty, Mrs SS Ramklass, Ms
TVS Simelane and Dr SS Maharaj.

Professor Yackoob Seedat.

Professor Yackoob Seedat, will be
honoured by the College of
Medicine of South Africa at
its 50 th Anniversary celebrations in October when he
will receive the Golden
Jubilee Award.
The award is in recognition
of his outstanding contributions to the science and
practice of medicine in
South Africa and for
sterling
service
to
numerous academic institutions and professional
bodies, both locally and
abroad.

Highly respected for his contribution to medicine and medical
science, Professor Seedat’s
illustrious career spans more than
four decades. He is currently
Emeritus Professor of Medicine at
the Medical School and was Head
of the Department of Medicine
from 1978-1994. Professor Seedat
is a prolific author and has
published widely in the field of
hypertension and renal medicine.
His numerous awards include the
State President’s Order for
Meritorious Service and a Fellowship of the New York Academy of
Sciences.
- Smita Maharaj
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Sports corner

UKZN Golf Gala
S

taff member Keshwin Soni
beat a strong field of 130
golfers to win the UKZN
second annual golf tournament,
sponsored for the first time by the
WSP Facilities Management
Group, at the Bluff National Park
Golf Club on 15 September.

College campus, was declared the
overall winner in the 18-hole
individual stable ford competition
played on a humid day with gusts
of wind troubling the golfers. He
received his prize from sponsor
Jay Ramchander, also a director
at the WSP Group.

Soni, of the Examination and
Timetables Office on the Howard

Whilst the golf day gave business
people and University staff a

chance to network and have fun,
there was a serious spin off in the
form of a R15 000 bursary to allow
a deserving student from the
previously disadvantaged community to study in the Built
Environment discipline in 2006.

Ramchander said he was pleased
that his company was contributing
meaningfully and positively to the

University’s sports and social
responsibility programmes.
Professor Dasarath Chetty,
Executive Director of Public
Affairs and Corporate Communications, praised all the
golfers, including the regular players,
adding that their contribution to the
annual golf day was appreciated by
the University community.

Thakurpersad, convenor of the
organising committee, said “The
support exceeded our expectations and we achieved more
than our objective of bringing
together staff, students, alumni,
guests and the golfing fraternity.
The golf day gets better and
better each year with more and
more smaller sponsors supporting
our bursary fund programme”.

There were winners all round.
Student Yitheen Balgobind was
ecstatic after winning in the student
category, while Gerald Singh picked
up the trophy for the Convocation
section and Ian Thambadoo,
playing in the guest category, went
home with silverware.

The sponsors included PricewaterhouseCoopers, KPMG, Deloitte
and FNB. Prizes were sponsored
by Sparkport Pharmacy, Hewlett
Packard, Imperial Car Rentals,
The Pro Shop, Sharp Electronics,
Dulux and Margi Steel Agencies.

Public Affairs and Corporate
Comm unicat i o ns’
Shakila

- Marlan Padayachee and
Shakila Thakurpersad

Picture: John Desmond

Poetry Africa
voices heard with the inception of
the Durban Slam Jam, which will
take place on Saturday 15 October,
the closing night of the festival. A
notable feature of this year’s
festival is the focus on countries
that do not have a strong voice in
global affairs, or countries where
outspoken voices are not heard in
their own lands.

CONGRATULATIONS!: Shakila Thakurpersad, Public Affairs and Corporate Communications, winner
Keshwin Soni, sponsor Jay Ramchander, and Public Affairs and Corporate Communications Executive Director
Professor Dasarath Chetty.

Send your diary of events to events@ukzn.ac.za

Kwasha
It’s happening!
THE GARDEN & LEISURE SHOW The
Science & Agriculture Research Day on the
Pietermaritzburg campus will take place from
7-9 October at the Royal Agricultural
Showgrounds in Pietermaritzburg. For further
information contact Vicky Crookes, tel 033 260
5808 or email: Crookesv@ukzn.ac.za
GERMAN MONDAY FILM SHOWS – at
the School of Languages, Literature &
Linguistics, Howard College campus at MTB
(west wing), German Programme, Room
234A.every Monday at 4.00 p.m. All films
have English subtitles. No gate fees. All are
welcome Details of film will be announced
on the University Notice Board on Fridays and
Mondays. For further information contact
Marion Pape, Tel: 260-1086/2380 or email:
papem@ukzn.ac.za
TRAVELLER FROM AN ANTIQUE
LAND: HERODUTUS IN EGYPT.
Shepstone 5, Howard College campus.
Tuesdays, October 4, 11, 18. 7.15p.m. This
three session evening course given by Anne
Gosling from Classics is open to all. Fee: R72.
Students R36. Enquiries Unit for Continuing
Education 031-2602399 or email:
budd@ukzn.ac.za/
www.ukzn.ac.za/
ContinuingEd
SCHOOL OF MUSIC, LUNCH HOUR
CONCERT HOWARD COLLEGE
CAMPUS 12:15 – 13:00

Mon 3 OCT

Swedish singer SARA HEDMAN joined by
local Jazz favourite MELVIN PETERS
(Piano) will present a dynamic set of contrasting Jazz styles, held together by the duo’s
improvisatory exchanges.

Wed 5 OCT

MANOR
GARDENS
ENSEMBLE
conducted by Janet Roselt – a selection of fun
favourites performed by learners from Manor
Gardens Primary School.

Mon 10 OCT

CHRISTOPHER DUIGAN (Piano),
EVELIEN BALLANTINE (Flute) &
KRYSTIAN CHERNEV (CELLO) perform
solo, unaccompanied and trio works for Flute,
Cello & Piano including Trio for Flute, Cello
and Piano by Czech composer Bohuslav
Martinÿ and Scena for Flute by South African
composer John Simon.

Wed 12 OCT

UKZN AFRICAN MUSIC ENSEMBLE –

featuring students from the African Music
Project.

Mon 17 OCT

Popular Durban band CYNOSURE – a
colourful mix of pop-rock with a hint of Jazz
featuring GARETH VAN DER SPEK &
ROWAN STUART (Guitar & vocals),
JARED COLLISON (Bass) & MICHAEL
GODDARD (Drums)

Wed 19 OCT

JAZZ STUDENTS – standard Jazz repertoire
and original student compositions featuring
instrumentalists and vocalists from the UKZN
Jazz Programme.

Mon 24 OCT

JIKA – Afro-Jazz band led by BONGANI
NKWANYANA (Bass & vocals), with
NELSON GUMEDE (Piano), SIPHIWE
CEBEKHULU (Keyboards) M DU
MAHLOBO (Guitar), SIYABONGA
DUMA (Saxophone) & THABISO
MNANYANA (Drums)

Wed 26 OCT

CLASSICAL INSTRUMENTALISTS from
the UKZN School of Music

Mon 31 OCT

KZNPO CAMPUS CONCERT : KwaZuluNatal Philharmonic Orchestra with students
from the UKZN School of Music. Conducted
by NAUM ROUSINE. This concert will take
place at OSCA (Opera Studio & Choral
Academy).
EVENING CONCERTS PRESENTED
BY THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC
LIEZL-MARÉT JACOBS (Piano), GEZA
KAISER (Violin) & CECILIA DE CECCO
(Cello)
Following the success of the Trio’ s
performance earlier this year, the School of
Music’s Lecturer in Classical Piano, LiezlMarét Jacobs, is once again joined by
KZNPO members Geza Kaizer and Cecilia de
Cecco to perform the Beethoven ‘Trio in G
Major’, Op. 11, ‘Piano Trio’ by the South
African composer, Roelof Temmingh and
Arensky’s ‘Piano Trio in D Minor’.
Friday 7 October 2005 7.30pm
Howard College Theatre
Tickets: R40/R20
MAGESHEN NAIDOO (Guitar) Centre for
Jazz & Popular Music, University of
KwaZulu-Natal, Friday 14 October 2005 at
7.30pm Durban-born guitarist, composer

and educator, Mageshen Naidoo, plays a blend
of modern Jazz with American and African
influences. Having recently returned from Los
Angeles as a Fulbright Scholar, with Doctoral
Studies in Music, Mageshen Naidoo joins the
UKZN School of Music as Lecturer in Jazz
Studies. This concert will include the sounds
of South Africa’s mbaqanga and maskanda
guitar, Indian classical music, blended with
the sounds urban jazz, rock and country &
western found in North America. The essence
of Mageshen Naidoo’s sound is a melting pot
of these styles and influences. He will perform
original compositions, showcasing a strong
local line-up which he will lead as part of his
inaugural concert. Tickets: R40/R20. For
further information contact Debbie Mari, Tel
27 (0) 31 260-3353 email: marid1@ukzn.ac.za
THE HEXAGON THREATRE,
PIETERMARITZBURG CAMPUS

THE 9th Poetry Africa International
Poetry Festival hosted by UKZN’s
Centre for Creative Arts takes
place from 10-15 October. Thirty
poets from fifteen different
countries will descend on Durban
for a ground-breaking experience
of words and rhythms.

4 – 8 October

The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
Directed by Peter Mitchell

14 – 15 October

Anything is Possible, Mary Poppins
Domaine Keyser School of Dance

The participants represent a
diversity of poetic styles. Young
Durban poets will make their

The extensive week-long programme includes performances,
readings and book-launches every
evening at the Elizabeth Sneddon
Theatre, Howard College campus,
with a Festival Finale and the
Durban Slam Jam at the BAT
Centre on Saturday 15 October.
Day activities include seminars,
workshops, poetry competitions,
poetry in prison, open microphone
opportunities and school visits.
The full programme of activities,
plus participant bios and photos, is
available on www.cca.ukzn.ac.za
Tel: 031-2602506

18 – 21 October

Identity
Drama & Performance Studies Production
directed by Rekha Nathoo

19 October
Jazzology

22 October

Amercian Performance Awards
Dance

24 – 29 October

Black Mamba
Sequel to Green Mamba, performed by John
Van Der Ruit & Ben Voss

3 – 5 November

Yesterday Once More
A tribute to music from the 60’s & 70’s,
directed by Peter Mitchell

10 – 12 November

The Bats
Eddie Eckstein and the Boys return.

For further details or booking tel
033 260- 5537.

Recycle your ukzndaba

Compiled by Fikisile Mabaso

Please don’t litter ... when you’ve finished with your ukzndaba,
why not pass it on to someone else, or place it in a bin for
recycling with other paper-waste.
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