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Dr Farai Kwenda - PhD in Finance.
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Dr Mzamo Shozi - PhD in Chemistry.

Dr Samukelisiwe Mngomezulu - PhD in Education.

Dr Sabine Stuart-Hill - PhD in Hydrology. Dr Lovemore Chipungu -  PhD in Town & Regional Planning. Dr Cecile Gerwel-Proches - PhD in Leadership.



Netherlands in the 16th and 17th century. 
He worked on issues of confessional 
development, church government, biblical 
exegesis and cultural representations. 
During the last two decades, while 
continuing to work in the field of early 
modern history, he moved to a different 
area of investigation and adopted a new 
methodology.  
His primary area of research has become 
the history of indigenous Christianity in 
southern Africa, mostly but not exclusively 
in the 19th and 20th centuries. Indigenous 
Christianity is the manner in which 
African people have transformed Christian 
theology and practice over time, sometimes 
in opposition to the missionaries, and 
in reference to their indigenous cultural 
heritage.
Indigenous Christianity is present within 
and without the boundaries of mission 
churches. Because the point of view of 
the indigenous people is insufficiently 
represented in the written sources - the 
missionary reports and the colonial 
archives for example - Denis has developed 
an interest in oral history. This in turn 
encouraged him to reflect on issues of 
memory and resilience. Part of his work 
belongs to the emerging field of memory 
studies.
This work led to the creation in the mid-
1990s of the Sinomlando Centre for Oral 
History and Memory Work in Africa, 
which Denis has developed with the 
assistance of doctoral and/or post-doctoral 
students, colleagues and staff members 
active in the disciplines of Religion and 
Theology, Historical Studies, Social Work 
and of Psychology. Denis is currently the 
Chairperson of the Church History Society 
of Southern Africa and is also a member of 
the SA Historical Society.
He has been an Associate Member of the 
Royal Academy of Belgium since 2006 
and attends their meetings on regular 
occasions. Since 2009 he has been a 
member of the Editorial Board of the 
Louvain Journal of Church History and of 
the Scientific Committee of the Foundation 
of Religious Sciences of Bologna.

MELISSA MUNGROO

Professor Philippe Denis was honoured at a 
UKZN Graduation ceremony when he was 
made a Fellow of the University.
‘I am very glad to join Professor Gerald 
West and Professor Jonathan Draper, 
my colleagues at the School of Religion, 
Philosophy and Classics, and many 
others in what seems to be a rather select 
academic club. I take very seriously the 
role of universities in our society and the 
need to develop a spirit of critical enquiry 
among staff and students.  If the University 
recognises my contribution to this task, I 
am very happy.’
Denis’s main interest is religious history. 
Since the start of his academic career in 
Liège, Belgium, in the mid-1970s he has 
authored or co-authored eight books. 
He has edited or co-edited 18 books and 
published more than 120 peer-reviewed 
articles or chapters of books in his 
discipline.
He has taught the History of Christianity at 
UKZN since 1993. During the past 25 years 
he has been a Visiting Professor in Paris, 
Louvain, Brussels, Montpellier and Milan.
In the 1970s and 1980s, his main area 
of expertise was the history of the 
Reformation in Germany, France and The 
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DISTINGUISHED TEACHERS AND FELLOW
Distinguished Teacher’s Award for UKZN’s Dr Aneshkumar Maharaj

Humanities Academic 
Honoured at Graduation

Veteran Academic Awarded a 
Distinguished Teacher’s Award

CHRISTINE CUÉNOD

Dr Aneshkumar Maharaj of 
UKZN’s School of Mathematics, 
Statistics and Computer Science 

(SMSCS) was awarded the prestigious 
Distinguished Teacher’s Award for 2014 
in recognition of his contributions to 
Teaching and Learning at UKZN.
Maharaj has been at the University since 
2003 and his career activities have not 
been limited to teaching only students. 
Maharaj has played an instrumental role 
in the in-service training of mathematics 
teachers at high school level through 
programmes aimed at up-skilling them.
Having been shown informal 
appreciation by his students for his 
teaching methods over the years, 
Maharaj said it was a good feeling to 
be recognised by the University for his 
efforts in the field of education.
Maharaj’s approach to teaching the 
sometimes challenging subject of 
mathematics is grounded in his practice 
of recognising the level his students are 
at, and formulating his teaching based 
on the students.
‘I believe one can only work with the 
students that one has, not the students 

one needs to remember that the whole 
process has to be completed within a 13-
week time frame and the students also 
need to satisfy the conditions to write 
the examination.’
Maharaj’s success in terms of taking into 
account the criteria his students must 
meet to pass their modules is reflected in 
the excellent pass rates for the modules 
he has lectured. He counts this progress 
of his students among his proudest 
achievements, and has been delighted 
at feedback from his students regarding 
how his teaching has helped them, both 
at university and later in the workplace.
In addition to being a popular lecturer 
at UKZN, Maharaj’s research in his field 
has been recognised internationally, and 
he received invitations and funding to 
attend the HP Global Catalyst Education 
Summits in New Delhi in 2011, in 
Beijing in 2012 and in Sao Paulo in 2013. 
He heads the NRF-funded collaborative 
project: Online Diagnostics for 
Undergraduate Mathematics.
The Distinguished Teachers’ Award 
affirms Maharaj’s sustained contributions 
to Teaching and Learning, which he aims 
to continue alongside his research.

one would like to have,’ explained 
Maharaj. ‘With this as a starting point, 
I carefully plan my teaching to take 
into account my students’ background, 
knowledge and abilities and to 
determine the level of thinking I would 
want my students to be at by the end of 
the course.’
Maharaj’s meticulous practice of 
thinking ahead and planning for his 
students has permitted him to reach 
each student at their level and help them 
to reach their full potential. His advice 
to other teachers is to follow a similar 
method of planning based on students’ 
capabilities, and be passionate about 
one’s teaching.
‘If you are enthusiastic about your 
teaching that will be detected by your 
students, who hopefully will then be 
motivated in their studies,’ said Maharaj.
He has also identified technology 
as a useful tool to contribute to the 
acceleration of his students’ progress.
‘I put a lot of effort into implementing 
my plans, and use technology to make 
teaching and learning resources available 
to enable students from different 
backgrounds to work and progress at 
different paces,’ said Maharaj. ‘However, 

Dr Anesh Maharaj, honoured as one of UKZN’s Distinguished Teacher’s at the 2015 
Graduation ceremonies.

Professor Michael Savage was presented with a Distinguished Teacher’s Award for 
excellence in teaching and learning.

CHRISTINE CUÉNOD

Professor Michael Savage of the discipline 
of Agrometeorology was awarded a 
Distinguished Teacher’s Award (DTA) for 
2014 in recognition of his excellence in 
Teaching and Learning.  
Savage is one of the longest-standing 
academic staff members in the School of 
Agricultural, Earth and Environmental 
Sciences (SAEES) on the Pietermaritzburg 
campus, starting in the discipline of 
Agrometeorology in 1977 and being 
responsible for the development of all 
course content on the subject since then.
 A stalwart of the School and a dedicated 
teacher who is passionate about seeing 
progress in the science of the discipline as 
well as in his students’ knowledge, Savage 
emphasised that, in the teaching process, it 
was vital to get to the students’ level to help 
them understand.
‘Teaching is the one part of my overall 
range of activities that has never received 
formal recognition,’ he said. ‘Now, 
besides the research and administration 
contributions, there is also recognition for 
teaching and this can only bode well for 
the future of the discipline. Hopefully, the 
award will stimulate others to also work 
towards research on teaching and learning 
in their disciplines.’
His enthusiasm for the process of Teaching 

and Learning was demonstrated last year, 
when Savage, despite being one of the 
most highly-qualified academics at the 
University, pursued and graduated with a 
Masters Degree cum laude.
Savage also made history as the first 
recipient of UKZN’s Doctor of Science 
in Agriculture degree in 2010 - the 
only previous DScAgric degree in the 
University’s history was awarded in 1998 at 
the former University of Natal.
After 37 years at the University, Savage 
remains enthusiastic and passionate about 
his subject and still pursues innovative 
research, such as the nowcasting for frost 
and other conditions emerging from 
his work on the Agrometeorological 
Instrumentation Mast (AIM) system. The 
AIM system showcases Savage’s innovative 
adoption of technology in his teaching 
practices through the development of the 
Automatic Weather System (AWS) Current 
site.
The site features real-time data uploaded 
from weather stations around campus and 
allows students to download the data to 
inform their studies.
Savage, recognised as a pioneer in some 
of his teaching methods, has determined 
that, in a country where so many languages 
converge, the concept of mobile learning 
has become important, and so has placed 
emphasis on creating recognisable UKZN Fellow, Professor Philippe Denis.

icons which allow students to learn by 
associating images with meaning.
This is particularly important in a 
discipline which deals with meteorological 
occurrences which are invisible, such as 
greenhouse gases and infrared radiation, 
and must be explained carefully. This visual 
literacy is demonstrated in his teaching 
system, which has produced four published 
papers, with the first international paper 
on the topic being accepted recently for 
publication in the International Journal of 
Biometeorology.
As evidenced by the receipt of the 
DTA, Savage has made considerable 
contributions to the process of Teaching 
and Learning. He is motivated by his 
students getting something out of their 
learning experience, and has even initiated 
a study on the viability of the creation of 
a Zulu dictionary to create Zulu terms for 
those used in English in Agrometeorology. 
The study has been done with his students’ 
contributions as to what words they think 
could be used to best describe scientific 
terms. This has proved to be challenging 
and ultimately needs to be developed by a 
language expert. 
Savage’s interest in mobile learning has 
also resulted in all students having a 
better understanding of Agrometeorology 
through images. He is keen to see scientific 
societies contribute to the creation of 
technical dictionaries in traditional African 
languages so that knowledge can be 
transferred equally.
Savage and his colleagues have found 
that many students entering second year 
courses in Agrometeorology are seriously 
lacking in basic computer skills, leading to 
a resourceful problem-solving approach in 
the discipline, whereby they have slotted 
an intensive computer literacy training 
element into their second-year practical 
sessions. There has since been a marked 
improvement in the students’ skills. Savage 
has suggested that this kind of intensive 
computer literacy training at second-
year level should take place across the 
University, having seen the difference it 
has made to his students’ development and 
eventual marketability as employees.
He described his teaching approach as 
an empathetic one. He invests himself 
in his students and takes their differing 
backgrounds into account as he interacts 
with them directly.
Savage is a teacher whose primary goal is 
to see his students succeed.
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5 915 UKZN GRADUATES WERE WOMEN
Successful Graduation Ceremonies for UKZN

About 4 186 degrees were conferred 
in the College of Humanities, 
1 952 degrees in the College of 

Agriculture, Engineering and Science, 931 
in the College of Health Sciences and 2568 
in the College of Law and Management 
Studies.
A notable 5 915 (61.38 percent) of 
the graduates were women while 260 
graduated cum laude and 85 summa cum 
laude. 
Furthermore, a total of 264 doctoral 
degrees were conferred and approximately 
82 graduates with disabilities were capped.
Two academics received the University’s 
Distinguished Teachers’ Award for 

teaching excellence. They were Professor 
Anesh Maharaj in the School of 
Mathematical Sciences and Professor 
Michael Savage in the School of 
Environmental Sciences.
Prominent academic Professor Philippe 
Denis, in the School of Religion, 
Philosophy and Classics was made a 
Fellow of UKZN. University Fellowships 
are conferred annually on outstanding 
academics for research excellence and 
distinguished academic achievement.
The Senate and Council of the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal approved the 
nominations to confer honorary degrees in 
2015, on five distinguished individuals, for 

their unique and outstanding contribution 
to society both locally and at a global level. 
The awards were conferred on 
internationally recognised Immunologist 
and Cell Biologist Professor Alan 
Aderem as Doctor of Science. The 
degree was conferred in recognition 
of his contribution to improving the 
role of science in providing evidence-
based solutions to medical problems in 
South Africa, especially in the area of 
immunology as applied to the fight against 
HIV and Aids and his commitment to 
translating his expertise and experience 
into giving back to South African society.
Conferred as Doctor of Science, French 

Virologist Dr Francoise Barré-Sinoussi, 
was a co-recipient in 2008 of the Nobel 
Prize in Physiology for her discovery 
in 1983 of the retrovirus that would 
later come to be known as the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus or HIV.
Ceramicist, Mrs Fée Halsted-Berning was 
conferred a Doctor of Literature for her 
contribution in nurturing talent in rural 
KwaZulu-Natal through Ardmore Ceramic 
Art. As part of a commitment to uplifting 
local artists, the Ardmore Excellence Fund 
was established in 1998 to help cover 
medical expenses for Ardmore artists 
suffering from HIV and AIDS and also to 
serve as an educational programme on the 

prevention of HIV.
Described as a pure musical genius and 
recognised nationally and internationally 
for his unique musical style, Mr Philip 
Nchipe Tabane was conferred as Doctor 
of Music. 
Fifth recipient, Michel Sidibé, who is the 
Executive Director of UNAIDS (Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV and 
AIDS) could not travel to the country due 
to ill-health. He will however be conferred 
during the 2016 Graduation ceremonies.

UKZN conferres a total number of 9 637 degrees during its Graduation Ceremonies held on the Westville and 
Pietermaritzburg campuses from 13 to 21 April.



MARYANN FRANCIS

A distinguished scholar in immunology 
and cell biology, Professor Alan Aderem, 
received an honorary Science doctorate 
from UKZN in recognition of his 
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HONORARY GRADUATES
“UKZN Awarded Distinguished  Individuals With Honorary Doctorates”

KZN Ceramicist Awarded an Honorary Doctorate

Renowned Immunologist Conferred as 
Honorary Doctor of Science

MELISSA MUNGROO

‘I never imagined I would ever address 
a hall of graduates after receiving an 
honorary doctorate.  But here I am doing 
just that!’  
So said Ms Fée Halsted-Berning, who 
received an honorary PhD in Literature 
degree at a UKZN Graduation ceremony 
in Pietermaritzburg. 
Halsted-Berning had listened to 
addresses by other honorary graduates 
at her own graduation in 1983 and years 
later at the graduation ceremonies of 
her children, but now she was the one 
making an address and being recognised 
and honoured by a prestigious university 
for her years of work as an artist.  
Halsted-Berning owns Ardmore 
Ceramic Art which nurtures artists in 
rural KwaZulu-Natal. 
She recalled when she left Zimbabwe in 
1975 to study in South Africa and also 
shared stories of people who touched 
her life and helped her grow; hoping that 
the 2015 UKZN graduates could draw 
wisdom and inspiration from people 
who inspired her. 
‘You learn so much from people. If you 
take the time to ask a few questions 
and listen to people’s opinions, you will 
find everyone; young, old, fat, brilliant, 
simple, wise, talented, rich and poor 
has something for you. It may be just a 
smile when you need it or a song when 
it matters, but if you open your ears 
and eyes you will discover so much.  By 
spending time with people and making 
them feel important you build their 
confidence and they share themselves 
with you,’ she said.
She told inspirational tales, one of which 

With her 91-year-old mother and 
her daughter present at the UKZN 
graduation, she told graduates: ‘If I may 
offer you the wise advice of my mum 
when I graduated and was not sure 
what to do with my life. She said “Let 
life take you, you will end up where 
you are destined to be. No experience 
is wasted and often the best lessons are 
learnt when you aren’t fully in control or 
entirely happy”.  
‘I am sure many of you here tonight are 

as applied to the fight against HIV/AIDS 
and his commitment to translating his 
expertise and experience into giving 
back to South African society.
Aderem is the President of the Seattle 
Biomedical Research Institute in the 

was about Bonnie Ntshalintshali (the 
daughter of her domestic worker who 
had polio), who she had offered to teach 
the art of ceramics.  
‘Bonnie was calm, diligent, neat and tidy; 
everything I wasn’t. She was initially very 
quiet and subservient; I wanted her to 
find her own voice. With Bonnie, I did 
my best to choose subject matters and 
stories that had meaning for her and that 
she could relate to and interpret in her 
own way.  I suggested Biblical themes. I 
marvelled at Bonnie’s work and what she 
could do.’ 
‘Bonnie taught me the valuable lesson.  
If you respect yourself and your 
workmanship so will others.  You can’t 
rush or hurry through everything.  Your 
work has to be loved and nurtured 
through many phases of its creative 
process. I was lucky to have been sent 
Bonnie as my first student.  It was 
through her that I discovered my gift for 
teaching and for bringing out people’s 
self-worth and pride. She gave me the 
belief that I could turn anyone who 
asked for my help into a super star.’ 
Bonnie succumbed to HIV and AIDS. 
Riddled with guilt and grief, Halsted-
Berning ensured that Bonnie’s cousin, 
also infected with the disease, would 
survive with the help of anti-retroviral 
medication.  
She believes her children have also been 
among her best teachers.  
Halsted-Berning also spoke about her 
family business Ardmore Ceramic 
Art which sells unique South African 
hand-painted and hand-sculpted 
ceramic artworks which also serve 
as an educational programme on the 
prevention of HIV. 

contribution to improving the role of 
science in providing evidence-based 
solutions to medical problems in South 
Africa.
The problems highlighted are 
particularly in the area of immunology 

feeling the pressure of the unknown just 
as I did. Trust yourself and let the world 
take you.’ 
Ceramicist, Fée Halsted-Berning’s 
contribution in nurturing artists in 
rural KwaZulu-Natal through Ardmore 
Ceramic Art has been hailed throughout 
the international arts world as a triumph 
of creativity and empowerment over 
poverty, disease and lack of formal 
education. This recognition has enriched 
the communities from which the artists 

United States where he has made an 
immense contribution to medical 
research. His laboratory’s research 
focuses on diseases including AIDS, 
malaria, tuberculosis and influenza 
affecting people in resource-poor 
countries.
His involvement in the establishment of 
the KwaZulu-Natal Research Institute 
for Tuberculosis and HIV (K-RITH) at 
the Nelson Mandela School of Medicine 
in Durban contributed significantly 
to a successful partnership between 
UKZN and the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute in the United States. Aderem 
chairs the board of K-RITH.
Born in South Africa, he spent his 
teenage years involved in the anti-
apartheid struggle playing an active 
role in trade unions and community 
movements resulting in him becoming 
a young activist during the 1976 Soweto 
uprisings.
He was banned by the apartheid regime 
and placed under house arrest for five 
years from 1977 to 1982.
Aderem is a biologist, specialising 
in immunology and cell biology. His 
particular focus is the innate immune 
system (the part of the immune system 
that responds generically to pathogens) 
and how it recognises and formulates 
responses to infectious agents as well as 
how it instructs the adaptive immune 
system to provide long-lived immunity 
to the pathogen.
In essence, how the immune cell reads 
the molecular barcode of the infectious 
agent and precisely defines the nature of 
the threat.

come, economically as well as through 
education, opportunity, and pride 
and dignity in their work. As part of a 
commitment to uplifting local artists, 
the Ardmore Excellence Fund was 
established in 1998 to help cover medical 
expenses for Ardmore artists suffering 
from HIV and AIDS and also to serve 
as an educational programme on the 
prevention of HIV.

Aderem is also applying the tools of 
systems biology to the study of diseases 
that significantly impact global health 
with an emphasis on the role of the 
innate immune system in vaccine 
responses.
He has had a strong influence on shaping 
the biomedical research environment in 
South Africa, especially in fore-fronting 
the importance of basic science as a 
foundation for improving health care.
Aderem has received numerous awards 
and serves on several prestigious boards 
and panels, including the Advisory 
Panel of the European Research Council 
Panel, the External Advisory Council 
on Tuberculosis which is part of the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation, and the 
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative’s 
Scientific Advisory Board.
He has published more than 200 papers 
and has been cited more than 21 000 
times.
Addressing graduates at the UKZN 
College of Health Sciences Graduation 
ceremony after receiving his doctorate, 
Aderem said: ‘Science is a political act 
that is intrinsic in society and lends itself 
to the improvement of society. It’s so 
easy to waste our lives and to get bogged 
down in the detail of life. Formulate 
what you want to achieve and don’t let 
anyone define you and what you believe 
in your heart. Nothing is impossible. It’s 
a matter of the degree of difficulty. Don’t 
be afraid of failure. Your biggest risk is 
getting too comfortable.’

Honorary doctorate recipient Ms Fée Halsted Berning (centre) with her daughter Ms Megan Halsted, and her son Mr Johnathan Halsted.

Professor Alan Aderem.
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HONORARY GRADUATES
“UKZN Awarded Distinguished  Individuals With Honorary Doctorates”

Renowned Musician Philip Tabane 
Receives an Honorary Doctorate 
from UKZN

UKZN Confers 
Honorary Doctorate 
on Nobel Laureate

MELISSA MUNGROO

In recognition of renowned musician 
Mr Philip Tabane’s contribution to the 
development of indigenous music and 
his phenomenal contribution to the 
music of Africa and of the world, UKZN 
awarded him its highest honour, the 
degree of Doctor of Music honoris causa.
‘I am greatly humbled and honoured 
to be receiving this award,’ said Tabane. 
‘This is a great privilege for me and I am 
touched that this highly rated University 
has recognised my contribution to the 
music industry.
‘I accept this honour on behalf of all 
musicians out there who have made a 
significant contribution to the music 
industry. This award belongs to all the 
musicians who sing traditional music,’ 
said Tabane.
He also dedicated the award to his fans 
and proudly declared that the future of 
South African music was with many of 
UKZN’s graduates.
‘The rhythm and the beat of Africa 
pulsates through you. You must take the 
sound and make it yours. May I take this 
opportunity to congratulate all of you 

MARYANN FRANCIS

Nobel Prize winner Dr Francoise Barré-
Sinoussi has been awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Science degree by UKZN in 
recognition of her ground-breaking 
discovery and contribution to humanity.
Barré-Sinoussi and her former mentor, 
Dr Luc Montagnier, were awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 
in 2008 for identifying the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) as 
being the cause of AIDS. That highly 
significant discovery revealed an urgent 
need for diagnostic tests to aid in 
controlling the spread of the disease and 
to allow the development of treatments 
that now keep people with HIV alive.
The discovery has also been the basis 
for prevention of mother-to-child 
transmission and the development of 
vaccines against HIV, all of which play a 
role in limiting the spread of the global 
pandemic.
Barré-Sinoussi initially worked as a 
Retrovirologist at the Pasteur Institute 
in Paris, a not-for-profit organisation 
focusing on infectious diseases. It was 
at this institute that she was approached 
by scientists in the early 1980s, urging 
her to help them find what was causing 
the AIDS epidemic. Three decades 
later, Barré-Sinoussi is Director of the 

about being tested for HIV, even if they 
know that there is a treatment for it. 
Education is part of prevention, care and 
treatment. We can’t say prevention is 
more important than treatment or vice-
versa. If we do not treat the 35 million 
people who are already infected, the 
epidemic will continue. The treatment 
itself is also prevention as we can reduce 
the transmission to others. We should 
also campaign for the use of existing 
preventative tools, such as the condom, 
but also for the development of new 
ones.’
Barré-Sinoussi has actively promoted 
integration between HIV and AIDS 

today, more especially those who have 
obtained qualifications in Music.
‘It is up to you to take the colourful story 
of South African music into an even 
brighter future. Find your own unique 
style but remain true to the sound of 
Africa.’
He advised all graduates present to 
use music responsibly. ‘We must teach 
and educate our communities and our 
societies to do what is right but above 
all, we must be responsible in all that 
we do because young people look to 
us as role models. With success comes 
responsibility.’
Philip Tabane can best be described as 
the African Renaissance music man who 
expresses his creative spirit in a fusion 
of Pedi, Shangaan/Tsonga and Venda 
- the languages of his ancestral home. 
Despite his massive musical talent he 
has remained the quintessential African 
performer who has long been true to his 
African roots.
Born in 1934, Tabane is one of South 
Africa’s most respected and innovative 
vocalists, jazz guitarists and band 
leaders. The 80-year-old has been a 
mentor to a host of musicians the world 
over while his music has crossed borders 
and genres and he has been recognised 
nationally and internationally for 
his unique musical style. There are 
musicians and ensembles in Europe 
that have adopted the Malombo sound. 
His unique blend of music has helped 
to shape and inspire other subsequent 
South African music legends.

Retroviral Infections Unit at the Pasteur 
Institute.
Discovering HIV was a turning point 
in Barré-Sinoussi’s life as it was a 
moment that would cement forever her 
commitment to fighting the disease. 
Early in 1984, Barré-Sinoussi was 
invited to do a presentation at the San 
Francisco general hospital where she was 
introduced to a patient dying of AIDS.
She recalled: ‘I remember he wasn’t in 
very good shape but he took my hand 
and said: “Thank you. We are ready to 
fight this dreaded disease so keep up the 
great work”. Since that day, I still have 
that image in my mind. He died a few 
hours later but I was determined to find 
an end to this dreadful disease.’ Thus 
began Barré-Sinoussi’s career which has 
already spanned more than 30 years.
When anti-retrovirals (ARVs) were 
discovered in 1996. Barré-Sinoussi 
rapidly went into a state of depression as 
she reflected on how many people had 
lost their lives to HIV and AIDS whilst 
effective treatment was always available.
Barré-Sinoussi shared her thoughts on 
the progress made in the quest to find a 
cure for HIV. ‘Effective treatment might 
have been developed in 1996, but of 
today’s 34 million sufferers, only about a 
third receive it,’ she said.
‘Also, people are still really scared 

research and programmes in poorer 
countries through the Institute Pasteur 
International Network and the co-
ordination of the National Agency for 
Research on AIDS and Viral Hepatitis 
research programmes in Cambodia and 
Vietnam.
She continues to make a global 
contribution towards addressing the 
challenges of AIDS. Last year she 
became President of the International 
Aids Society, a global association of 
professionals and practitioners in the 
field of HIV and AIDS. She is also 
a consultant to the World Health 
Organization and UNAIDS.

She enthusiastically addressed graduates. 
‘You are the future. The solution lies in 
your hands. One of the lessons I learned 
regarding the HIV epidemic is that the 
best response is a multidisciplinary 
response to the HIV epidemic, including 
scientists, humanitarians and the general 
public.
‘My last words are for you the young 
graduates. Together we can contribute 
to the advancement of science and the 
understanding of HIV. I wish you all the 
best in your scientific careers.’
 

Honorary graduate Philip Tabane performs on stage.

Dr Francoise Barré-Sinoussi.
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UKZN STAFF GRADUATES

Africa Centre’s Professor Tulio de Oliveira congratulates Dr Justen Manasa 
(right) -  PhD graduate.

Professor Jayanthilall Bagratee congratulates Dr Ismail Bhorat on obtaining 
his Phd Degree in Medicine.

Ms Nain Ramdas - Post graduate Diploma in Management. Law and Management graduates, (from left) Ms Kiru Naidoo, Ms Gina 
Mshengu and Ms Thobile Mshengu.

Ms Bongeka Mabaso -  Masters in Higher Education. Dr Elizabeth Bolanle Ojewole - PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences.

Dr Vineshree Govender - PhD in Medicine.Dr Catherine Slack - PhD in Psychology.Dr Emelda Zandile Gumede - PhD in Nursing.

Dr Tanuja Narayansamy Gengiah - PhD graduate.

Dr Nombulelo Magula - PhD in Medicine. Dr Muntuwenkosi Mtshali - PhD in Education.
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UKZN STAFF GRADUATES

Mr Eric Ncube - Master of Commerce in Industrial Relations.

Ms Indumathie Moodley - Postgraduate Diploma in Leadership 
and Management.

Dr Sileshi Fanta Melesse - PhD in Statistics. Ms Nobuhle Mkhize - Masters in Administration.

Mr Shivan Augustine - MSc in Physics.  Dr Adeyemi Benjamin Olamide - UKZN’s Department of Family 
Medicine academic.

Dr Mergan Naidoo - PhD in Family Medicine. Ms Tammy Frankland - Honours degree cum laude. Ms Lindiwe Kunene - Masters of Commerce degree.
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GUEST SPEAKERS
Sachs encourages Law Graduates to 
Uphold the Values of the Constitution

UKZN is lauded for its 
leadership in Africa

THANDIWE JUMO

Renowned human rights activist, Justice 
Albie Sachs encouraged young people 
to use passion and reasoning to bring 
about transformation in their societies. 
Sachs shared these words of wisdom 
with Law graduates during his address 
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.
Sachs, whose dedication to the struggle 
against apartheid through his work 
as a lawyer and activist led to him 
being imprisoned, tortured and exiled 
reminded graduates that iconic leaders 
such as Mahatma Gandhi, Steve Biko, 
Walter Sisulu, Albert Luthuli and 
Nelson Mandela were able to achieve 
great things because they had soul, 
humility and embraced the spirit of 
Ubuntu.
‘If you have passion without reason 
you can end up in a dark place that is 
why I am dismayed about the politics 
that is tearing this country apart. 
Our constitution should not only 
be reduced to Mandela and FW De 
Klerk striking a deal. There was a lot 
of fighting involved, a lot of African 

people lost their lives because they gave 
us shelter and every one worked as a 
team to bring about the freedom we are 
enjoying today,’ said Sachs.
Sachs’ passion to inspire graduates 
to continually strive to bring about 
transformation wherever they are saw 
him echo the same sentiments during 
his address titled: “Is this the country 
we fought for?” at the 13th Victoria and 
Griffiths Mxenge Memorial Lecture 
held at the UKZN School the night 
before the Graduation ceremony.
Sachs’ emotionally charged and thought 
provoking address also condemned the 
violent xenophobic attacks currently 
happening in South Africa.
Sachs reminded the audience that 
African countries opened their hearts 
and homes to South Africans during 
the struggle therefore foreign nationals 
also have a right to call South Africa 
home.
‘The people of African countries died 
because they were giving us a place to 
stay even though they knew they would 
be killed. Mozambicans died due to a 
car bomb meant to kill me and now 
we are chasing them away. We live 
in a country that gives us enormous 
hope hence we have a bill of rights 
that protects everyone because we are 
human beings. Yes, this is the country 
we fought for, now we need to use our 
constitution to create a society that we 
envisioned,’ said Sachs.

XOLISWA ZULU

The quality of thinking and relevance 
of graduates’ knowledge will be 
compromised if not enough attention is 
paid to the development of indigenous 
knowledge and research capacity 
through post graduate work, said the 
Director of the Mauritius Institute of 
Education (MIE), Dr Oomandra Nath 
Varma.
‘Therein lies the very reason why we 
sought the assistance of your esteemed 
institution (UKZN). Your standing in 
South Africa and the continent, the 
international reputation of your staff, 
and the disposition of your leaders to 
establish UKZN as a key university in 
the region, have motivated our choice. 
We have not looked back ever since.’
Varma was speaking at the 2015 
Graduation Ceremony of the College of 
Humanities.
He reminded students that graduation 
was not only a time to look back at how 
far they had come down the road of 
success, but also a time to examine how 
they were going to build on the past to 
be able to act in the future.
‘Every success achieved, great or small, 
is a stepping stone to reach higher. In 
partaking in your education, UKZN is 
not only equipping you with knowledge 
and skills, but is equally inspiring you 
to move beyond the narrow confines 
of professional and personal success to 
be able to see how the world needs you 
to think and act for others. Every good 
action you do, however insignificant it 
may seem to you, is worth the effort,’ 
he said.

Varma advised graduates to keep 
abreast of cutting edge knowledge as 
this ensured legitimacy [for them] as 
professionals. ‘For teachers especially, 
this means maintaining over an entire 
lifespan an open channel through 
activities of continuous development. 
The knowledge developed through 
the course is not only meant to make 

almost a decade now by staff and 
leaders of your institution who 
envisioned the mutually enriching 
benefits to be derived from engaging 
with peers from somewhat different 
backgrounds.
‘I admire the courage of people at the 
university, the intellectuals, the level 
of graduates, the careful generosity 
with which resources are allocated 
to support students, research and 
community service. There are many 
good practices from UKZN which I 
feel, other higher education institutes 
can adopt and customise to achieve 
their own mission.
‘At the MIE, we have adapted some of 
these practices, and they are serving us 
well. We do hope that in time, we will 

you functional, but equally to provide 
you with the intellectual leverage to 
examine the conditions of your practice 
and to critique the latter.’
He touched on the partnership between 
MIE and UKZN saying it was based 
on respect, friendship and a desire to 
promote African scholarship.
‘It has been carefully nurtured for 

be in a position to contribute, even in a 
small way, to your institution, through 
the scholarship of our PhD candidates,’ 
he added.
In his closing remarks to the graduates, 
Varma said: ‘Allow me on behalf of the 
organisation I proudly represent today, 
the Mauritius Institute of Education, 
to offer my very warm congratulations 
to you, to your loved ones who have 
supported you along this exciting 
journey, and to your teachers, who have 
plodded along with you through the 
ups and downs.
‘I salute your endurance, your spirit 
and I wish you the very best for a long 
and rewarding career in education. 
Moreover, may I also thank UKZN for 
its hospitality and friendship.”

Justice Albie Sachs (left) with UKZN’s Professor Managay Reddi.

From left: Dr Thabo Msibi, Professor Gregory Kamwendo, Guest Speaker Dr Oomandra Nath Varma, College of Humanities Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head of 
College: Professor Cheryl Potgieter and Professor Pholoho Morojele.



MELISSA MUNGROO

Mr Nhlosenhle Mpontshane recently 
graduated with his Bachelor of Arts 
(BA) degree from UKZN whilst 
wearing his mother’s academic gown. 
The gown was worn by his mother 
Professor Nompumelelo Zondi, a 
former UKZN staff member and now a 
professor at the University of Zululand. 
Speaking about this Mpontshane said, ‘I 
am extremely excited and honored that 
I will be wearing my mom’s academic 
gown. In all honesty I just recently 
learned the beautiful story behind the 
gown I will be wearing and it makes 
me even prouder that my mother and I 
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GRADUATION 2015
LLB Summa Cum Laude Graduate’s 
Life-Long Dream Realised

Solar-Powered Car Creators Graduate

Man walked 4 000km across Africa to get 
education at UKZN

UKZN IMPI Winger Graduates as 
Best Honours Student in Leisure 
Science

HAZEL LANGA

Durban born LLB summa cum 
laude graduate Ms Ntokozo Majola, 
becoming an attorney has been her 
life-long dream. She is currently serving 
as a Candidate Attorney at Bowman 
Gilfillan in Cape Town and enjoys 
learning about the practical side of the 
legal profession on a daily basis.
The LLB degree is perceived by many 
to be an academically challenging 
programme because of the high volume 
of reading and writing associated with 
it. However this did not deter Majola 
who is passionate about reading and 
has a keen interest in history.
She candidly said: ‘I can be quite 
talkative and persuasive when the 
occasion calls for it and as I discovered 
more about what a career in Law entails 
I became more and more convinced 
that being an attorney was the right 
path for me and this is what motivated 
me to pursue an LLB.’
Over the years spent at the UKZN 
School of Law, Majola scooped several 
awards for academic excellence 
including the Dean’s Commendation 
from 2011 until 2014, being awarded 
the UKZN Academic Scholarship 
between 2012 and 2014, being a Golden 
Key Society Member since 2012, and 
receiving several Certificates of Merit 
for 18 Modules between 2011 and 2014.
After being capped at a UKZN 
graduation in April which was attended 
by members of her family she said: 
‘I feel proud of myself and everyone 
who supported me through the 
process of getting my degree for the 
accomplishment. I always aspired to 
do my best throughout my degree but 

being awarded my degree summa cum 
laude is an accomplishment I had never 
set my sights on specifically, making 
it even more of a reward for the years 
I spent at UKZN. I am happy to know 
that this achievement is one that I will 
have standing behind my name and that 
will follow me wherever I go in years to 
come.’
On pursuing postgraduate studies 
she said: ‘I love the idea of furthering 
my knowledge in Law and have an 
interest in the Banking and Finance and 
Maritime areas of Law. I am however, 
open to pursuing any other area of 
interest that may arise,’ she added.

The 25-year-old from Kokstad 
displayed brawn and brains 
at UKZN, playing for the 
University’s IMPI rugby team 
since 2012 and being part of the 
team which finished second in 
the Varsity Shield Cup last year.
In 2013, Mdolomba was named 
Sportsman of the Day at the 
Sport Science Sports Day for 
students.
He has also coached the UKZN’s 
women’s rugby team since 2013, 
guiding them to victory in the 
University Sport South Africa 
games in 2014 when they were 
also named UKZN Westville 
Team of the Year and UKZN’s 
Team of the Year.
‘I’ve always been a very active 

individual and physical activity has 
always been a huge part of my life. So 
I chose to study sport science because 
it would give me a platform to make a 
difference in my community through 
sport and physical activity,’ said 
Mdolomba.
Mdolomba, who is currently registered 
for his Masters in Sports Science 
(Leisure), also holds a diploma in 
Sports Management.

Africa because I believe education is 
the only weapon that helps us to fight 
against all odds,’ said Mr Ghebreyo-
hannes. 
‘When I applied for asylum, the gov-
ernment of South Africa granted me 
refugee status that allowed me to work 
and study. 
‘Despite the challenges that existed, I 
decided to pursue my studying. The 
first institution I accessed was UKZN 
and in 2011, I pursued an honours 
degree. Despite numerous challenges, I 

were so impressed with the students’ 
performance last year.  It will be the 
first time an African team has entered 
this international event.
Other Engineering students to graduate 
and who worked on the 2014 Solar 
Car include Mr Jediael Krishnasamy 
(Electronic Engineering), Mr Kevashen 
Govender (Electronic Engineering), Mr 
Kylen Naidoo (Electronic Engineering) 
and Mr Samith Kamal (Computer 
Engineering).

LUNGA MEMELA

UKZN’s IMPI rugby team player, Mr 
Yandisa Mdolomba, showed he is an 
impressive all-rounder after being 
named Best Leisure Science student and 
graduating with Honours.
Mdolomba said he was grateful his hard 
work had paid off.

XOLISWA ZULU

An Eritrean man who walked 4 000km 
from his home country so he could 
study at UKZN has graduated with a 
Masters Degree in Geography. 
Not even the danger of being kid-
napped or robbed at the various 
borders he crossed deterred Mr Yibrah 
Ghebreyohannes. 
‘I crossed more than five countries, and 
travelled for more than 4000 km on foot 
just to secure an education in South 

in the South African category and third 
overall in the epic 2014 Pretoria to Cape 
Town eight-day Solar Car Challenge, 
covering a distance of 2 418.3 km and 
racing against teams from all around 
the world. 
The UKZN team has since signed up to 
participate in the 2015 World Solar Car 
Challenge, scheduled to take place in 
Australia later this year.
Hulamin, the major sponsors of Iklwa, 
have pledged a further R1 million to 
send the team to Australia as they 

PRASHINA BUDREE

Six UKZN Mechanical Engineering 
students who were part of the team 
which created an award-winning solar-
powered car, graduated with BScEng 
Degrees.
They were Mr Damien Raghubeer, 
Mr Matthew Woods, Mr Nicholas 
Witteveen, Mr Peter Sinclair, Mr Saien 
Rugdeo and Mr Shuvay Singh.
The proud graduates worked on the 
2014 solar car, iKlwa, which came first 

Candidate Attorney Ms Ntokozo Majola 
was awarded an LLB degree summa cum 
laude.

IMPI winger, Mr Yandisa Mdolomba, 
graduates with Honours from UKZN.

UKZN’s 2014 Solar Car, iKlwa, Engineering team.

Mr Yibrah Ghebreyohannes.

walked the same path.’ 
Mpontshane is thankful for his support 
system during his studies, ‘Having 
supportive parents made this period 
of my life so much easier. Even when 
I decided to change my degree from 
BCom to BA, knowing that my mom 

Mr Nhlosenhle Mpontshane with his proud mom Professor Nompumelelo Zondi.

managed to finish my degree in 2012.’ 
Ghebreyohannes fled the country of his 
birth in 2010 because of the country’s 
border war with Ethiopia.  He had been 
a geography teacher at a high school in 
Eritrea and later, a geography instructor 
at a College.
‘Since my childhood, my favourite 
subject was geography. I used to dream 
about being a geographer. To me geog-
raphy is the mother of all subjects and 
indeed it is the foundation of modern 
science. 
‘The environment and nature are vast 
and so is the laboratory of geography. 
The more we travel, the more we know 
and discover new things. So, inspecting 
natural phenomena motivated me to 
study geography.’ 
He advised other students that while 
there was no smooth path in life, ‘a 
victory built without challenges is like a  
seed growing under a shadow.
‘Life is made up of challenges. However, 
we need to believe that every single step 
in our daily life should have a purpose 
and meaning in our life journey.  I 
believe education is the only weapon 
that helps us to fight against all odds,’ he 
concluded.

and dad were supportive of my decision 
put my mind at ease. The fact that my 
mother worked at UKZN also made the 
transition to tertiary easy for me. My 
learning curve was definitely cut in half 
because of that.’  

Student Wears Mom’s 
Academic Gown and 
Graduates with same 
Degree
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PhD GRADUATES
71-year-old Graduates with a PhD in Theology

Centre for Artificial 
Intelligence Research 
Graduates its First PhD

Healthy New Crop of PhDs for ACCI

MELISSA MUNGROO

I am so excited about graduating 
with my PhD. There are no words to 
describe the feeling, says 71-year-old, 
Dr Mlungisi Vilakazi, who was awarded 
a PhD in Theology.
Vilakazi, the oldest graduate from the 
College of Humanities, said his age 
did not deter him from pursuing his 
degree. He studied because he wanted 
to make a fundamental contribution to 
academia and the Church.  
He had decided to study for his PhD 
in early 2007, and was supported by 
family, friends and colleagues.
There were times that he had to be 
strict about study and family time, 
nevertheless he managed to strike 
a balance and in turn motivated his 
children and grandchildren to complete 
their postgraduate studies. ‘With 
studying at my age, I became their role 
model.’
His children bought him a laptop to 
assist with typing and research and 
offered him the necessary support. 
Vilakazi, a retired Priest, based his 
research on his experiences in the 
Anglican Church over 43 years. He 
believes that joining the priesthood had 
been a “calling” for him.

LEENA RAJPAL

Computer Science PhD graduate Dr Gavin 
Rens graduated through the Knowledge 
Representation and Reasoning (KRR) group 
at the Centre for Artificial Intelligence 
Research (CAIR) with research which 
attempted to bring new insights into the 
field of cognitive robotics.
‘I developed a formal language (a logic) for 
agents (usually artificial) to specify their 
beliefs about their actions and perceptions 
in uncertain environments, and then reason 
with those beliefs to make good choices of 
what actions to take,’ said Rens.
After serving a year in the army, then 
working as an Electronics Technician 

before giving lessons in Korean and Chinese 
Martial Arts, Rens was given the opportunity 
by his parents to study Computer Science 
full time at the University of South Africa 
(UNISA).
A fascination with Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
led him to pursue his honours and then his 
Masters Degree which focused on combining 
logic and probability within AI.
Rens’ MSc degree was sponsored by the 
Meraka Institute at the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR). ‘I was 
then fortunate enough to get a scholarship 
through CAIR (UKZN and Meraka) to 
pursue a PhD,’ he said.
Rens has a post-doctoral contract for two 
years with UKZN.

Dr Mlungisi Vilakazi.

Dr Gavin Rens earned his PhD degree in the field of cognitive robotics.

The latest crop of graduates from the African Centre for Crop Improvement (ACCI).

CHRISTINE CUÉNOD

The African Centre for Crop Improvement (ACCI) at the 
School of Agricultural, Earth and Environmental Sciences 
(SAEES) at UKZN saw eight of its PhD students graduate 
with their Doctor of Philosophy in Plant Breeding at this 
year’s graduation ceremonies.  
Each of the students who graduated, all from countries 
around Africa, focused on developing new varieties of 
the crops they each studied, and through the ACCI’s 
PhD training programme, were equipped with the skills 
they needed to investigate their crops and improve on 
their resilience in their home countries. This focus of the 
ACCI allows students to improve crops for an African 
environment in order to contribute towards improved 
Food Security in their home countries.
The graduates all spoke highly of the ACCI training 
programme, describing how the initial coursework 
element, undertaken at UKZN before they began 
fieldwork in the field in their home countries, enabled 
them to approach their research with the necessary 

tools to successfully complete their PhD. Many of the 
graduates are mid-career professionals, and spoke 
highly of the ACCI administrative support as well 
as their supervisors, who they said followed up with 
them diligently and visited them in the field to ensure 
that they had the assistance they needed to finish their 
degrees on time.
All the graduates made special mention of the ACCI’s 
programme and thanked their supervisors, Professor 
Mark Laing, Professor Hussein Shimelis, Professor Rob 
Melis, Professor John Derera and Dr Julia Sibiya for their 
invaluable support. Many emphasised that they hoped 
that the programme would continue to produce the 
capable and highly-skilled graduates it has been able to 
send into Africa in its more than ten years of existence. 
Each graduate also looked forward to spending more 
time with their families now that their PhDs are behind 
them, and were excited at the prospect of continuing 
their work in their home countries to contribute to the 
prosperity of the continent.

Dr Ahmed Muslim seen with 
his supervisor, Dr Shenuka 
Singh.

Dr Ahmed Muslim’s PhD study 
involved a comparative analysis of oral 
healthcare policy in Australia and South 
Africa, shedding light on similarities 
and differences between developed and 
developing countries
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PhD GRADUATES

Red is the Colour of Success

Five Students 
obtain PhDs under 
the Supervision 
of Internationally 
Renowned Physiologist

SALLY FROST

UKZN’s College of Agriculture, 
Engineering and Science (CAES) once 
again made a significant contribution to 
South Africa’s much-needed brain pool 
of highly-qualified science, technology 
and engineering specialists, awarding 
an impressive 106 PhDs out of a 

LUNGA MEMELA

Five youngsters graduated as first time 
doctors in their families – all under 
the supervision of esteemed Professor 
Cephas Musabayane of UKZN’s School 
of Laboratory Medicine and Medical 
Sciences (LMMS).
Musabayane’s research on alternative 
methods for the management of 
diabetes with novel formulations 
and medicinal plants made his mark 

University total of 264 during the 2015 
Graduation ceremonies.
The College’s PhD total of 106 is a 
significant increase over previous 
years with 98 PhDs being awarded in 
2014, 76 in 2013, 77 in 2012 and 69 
in 2011.  This steady increase in PhD 
production is in line with UKZN’s 
strategic imperative to become the 

in academia, focusing mainly, but 
not exclusively, on the study of renal 
function which is influenced by the 
nervous and endocrine system of the 
human body.
The new graduates are Dr Silindile 
Hadebe, Dr Andile Khathi, Dr 
Hlengiwe Madlala, Dr Blessing 
Mkhwanazi and Dr Phikelelani 
Ngubane, whose families and friends 
sung their praises as they were capped 
and hooded.

PhD graduate Dr Charles 
Makanyeza.

Avid sports enthusiast Dr Charles 
Makanyeza was awarded a PhD for his 
thesis titled: “Consumer Awareness, 
Ethnocentrism, Attitude and Purchase 
Behaviour toward Imported Poultry 
Products: A Zimbabwean Perspective”, 
at a Graduation ceremony of the 
College of Law and Management 
Studies.

Husband and Wife Duo 
Graduate with PhD’s in 
Education

Dr Bhekabantu Ntshangase (centre) celebrating his achievement with his 
supervisor Dr Ian Nzimakwe and wife Zintwezinhle.

of nutrition in preventing disease, 
by newly-capped Dr Keiron Audain 
of Trinidad, research into the use 
of natural compounds to diminish 
pain killer side effects by Dr Cathryn 
Slabber, and an examination of the 
reproductive ecology and population 
status of the Nile crocodile of Lake St 
Lucia by Dr Xander Combrink. 
Not only does the College of 
Agriculture, Engineering and Science 
aim to increase its PhD graduates; 
it also supports a flourishing post-
doctoral research programme.  During 

leading research-based university in 
the country.  Marked progress is being 
made in this regard.
PhD research showcased by CAES at 
the 2015 graduations produced a rich 
and varied body of knowledge, ranging 
across the agricultural, scientific and 
engineering disciplines.
Examples include a study of the role 

Husband and wife duo Drs Dhanasagaran 
(Sagie) and Rubandhree (Ruban) Naicker 
proudly celebrated each other’s academic 
achievements when they both graduated 
with their PhD’s in Education from 
UKZN recently. 

2014, the College supported 172 
postdoctoral scholars. 
Acting Deputy Vice Chancellor and 
Head of the College, Professor Deo 
Jaganyi, said: ‘The success of the College 
is due to the commitment and hard 
work of its academics, professional staff 
and its students. It is a pleasure to lead 
this group of individuals.’ 
In total, the College conferred 1952 
degrees out of a university total of 9 
637.

The College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science graduated a total of 106 PhDs at its 2015 Graduation ceremonies.

Professor Cephas Musabayane, seen in the centre, congratulates his five PhD 
graduates.

PhD students celebrate their achievements.

Pietermaritzburg PhD Graduates.
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

Top student in UKZN’s Bachelor of 
Nursing Advanced Practice degree class 
of 2014 is cum laude graduate, Ms Bupe 
Mwamba of Zambia.

CAPRISA’s Research Pharmacist, Ms 
Alicia Desmond, obtains a Masters cum 
laude.

Ms Hajera Omar Essop graduated as Best 
Final Year Speech Language Pathology 
student and with summa cum laude.

Five Students who graduated with Medical Science Honours cum laude degrees in 
Microbiology. They were Ms Merusha Govindasami, Ms Sanisha Rampersad, Ms 
Deepika Moti, Ms Camille Josephine Vallen and Ms Siphelele Ncumisa Ntoyanto.

Top achievers from the School of Law.

MA cum laude graduate Mr Zamani Msomi with his supervisor, Professor 
Nobuhle Hlongwa.

Getting a Masters of Law degree 
cum laude at UKZN has reignited 
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife’s 
Bioregional Conservation Planner 
Ms Felicity Elliott’s passion for 
biodiversity and environment 
conservation.

Mr Jean-Paul Almaze of the 
Seychelles topped his Honours 
Nursing class and graduated cum 
laude. Cum laude gradute, Ms Nontobeko 

Nsele was also named the Best Final 
Year Optometry student.

Ms Mellisa Rufaro Muchena 
graduated with a BA Honours cum 
laude in Media and Cultural Studies 
degree from UKZN’s College of 
Humanities.  

MBA cum laude graduate Mr 
Alsten Marigadu, Standard Bank’s 
Manager: Business Solutions.

BA Honours summa cum laude 
graduate, Ms Claire Keyworth.

Ms Gitte Wehr and family. Ms Wehr graduated summa cum laude with an Honours 
degree in Biological Sciences.

Ms Jennifer Light won the award for Best 
Final Year Physiotherapy Student and 
obtained her Bachelor of Physiotherapy 
degree summa cum laude.

Cum laude graduates Mr Kishen Juguth (left) and Mr Sashin Reddi.
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

Mr Naeem Sheik-Abdul topped the Medical Science Honours class in Medical Biochemistry, 
graduating summa cum laude.  His success was closely followed by cum laude graduates: Ms Nikita 
Devnarain, Ms Terisha Ghazi, Ms Melissa Govender and Ms Denelle Moodley.

Mr Richard Chelin, was awarded his 
Bachelor of Social Science (Honours) 
degree summa cum laude.

Ms Kim Robertson gained her BSc Honours degree in Genetics 
summa cum laude.

Rural KwaZulu-Natal Student, Mr Njabulo Nhlenyama 
topped his Dental Therapy class and graduated cum 
laude. He was congratulated by family, friends, and proud 
residents of the Mbazwana community in Umkhanyakude 
District in northern KZN.

Graduating with an LLB summa cum laude, being awarded the Mandela-Rhodes Scholarship, 
being named as UKZN’s Distinguished Student for 2014- the highest honour a student 
can attain at UKZN - presented for academic excellence, university service and extensive 
community engagement, competing in the 2014 Ellie Newman Memorial Moot Court and 
being one of the students selected to serve in a clerkship programme facilitated by Judge 
Malcom Wallis at UKZN’s  School of Law are some of the achievements that pave the road to 
academic brilliance for Law graduate, Mr Musa Kika. 

Ten Bachelor of Pharmacy students were capped as summa cum laude graduates.
Making everybody proud were Ms Zakira Abdool, Ms Nabeela Bapeekee, Ms Jeanine Chetty, 
Ms Fatima Ebrahim, Ms Zarmeen Faizel Ebrahim, Mr Ahmed Kadwa, Ms Akira Madanlall, Ms 
Sajeedah Mustaffa, Mr Khumbulane Gabriel Ngcobo and Ms Shahzaadee Yakoob. 
They join a pool of professional pharmacists trained by UKZN’s Discipline of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences to practise competently in all spheres of Pharmacy including community, retail, 
hospital, industry, Pharmacy education and training, academia and pharmaceutical research 
and development.
Discipline of Pharmaceutical Sciences Academic Leader, Professor Thirumala Govender, 
said: ‘The Discipline is extremely proud of these students and congratulates them on their 
outstanding performance.’

Summa cum laude graduates Mr Joshua Chipangila, Mr Yusuf Vawda, Ms Justine Lindsay and Mr Benjamin 
Meadows.

Summa cum laude BSc Honours in Statistics graduate, Ms Kivanya Naidoo (second), with her proud family.

Ms Sinehlanhla Memela graduated with her 
Masters in Environmental Science degree cum 
laude after overcoming many early challenges.
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Highlights of graduation were 
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