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Student Feels “Privileged” to
Receive Two UKZN Scholarships
PRASHINA KALLIDEEN

Mr Lance Oom was named the best single undergraduate student and received the Lawrence and Constance Robinson Scholarship and the
College Deputy Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship.

Karate Champion
Cleans up with Prestige
Sports Scholarship

BA Student Gets ViceChancellor’s Scholarship
MELISSA MUNGROO

PRASHINA KALLIDEEN
CHEMICAL Engineering student
and karate champion Ms Riasha
Singh – who won a UKZN Prestige
Sports Scholarship - is fanatical
about keeping the environment
clean.
Singh feels that sport is as
important to her as her academics
which led to her interest in
preserving the environment
around her. ‘I am quite a fanatic
about keeping the environment
clean and I was told that through
Chemical Engineering I would be
given opportunities to ensure that
we have a clean and sustainable
environment.’
“Karate sensation” Singh has
travelled extensively to compete in
various tournaments and has
received her colours for the sport

several times for KwaZulu-Natal as
well as her junior and senior
Protea colours.
Singh’s Coach and Teacher,
Sensei Brando, is one of her role
models. ‘He motivates me and
inspires me to be the best that I can
be. He has always told me that the
sky is not the limit for me and that
I should always reach out far
beyond the stars because there is
no place for ordinary people in this
world.’
Singh describes her dad as her
pillar of strength who has helped
her build a strong character which
she hopes will contribute to her
one day being a leading female
Engineer in South Africa.
An avid reader and sports
enthusiast, Singh hopes to
continue with her studies to do a
postgraduate degree.

Chemical Engineering student and Karate champion Ms Riasha Singh.

MR Lance Oom, a Mechanical
Engineering student, says he feels
privileged to be the recipient of two
prestigious UKZN scholarships –
the College Deputy ViceChancellor’s Scholarship and the
LC Robinson Scholarship.
‘I have always worked hard and
applied myself in the pursuit of
academic excellence and I am
privileged to be ranked amongst the
top achievers at the University,’ said
Oom.
His love for Mathematics and
Physics at secondary school level
encouraged him to pursue an
Engineering degree. During his
high school career Oom was always
assisted by his uncle, his role model,
on various projects and
assignments. Taking his lead from
his uncle, a Chemical Engineer by
profession, he decided on a career in
Engineering.
With plans to do a postgraduate
degree in the future, he eventually
aims to move into industry and help
improve health care in South Africa
through technological innovation.
This high achiever spends his
spare time playing tennis, scuba
diving or fly-fishing in the KwaZuluNatal Midlands.

U

KZN Bachelor of Arts
student Ms Gaone Moagi has
been awarded the ViceChancellor’s Scholarship.
This Scholarship is awarded to
five top-ranked undergraduates
proceeding from first year to
second year study in each of

UKZN's four Colleges.
Said Moagi: ‘I am so happy and
blessed to get this scholarship. It
means a lot and allows me to make a
good example of myself for my
family, who are also very proud of
me.’
Moagi is grateful the University
awarded her the Scholarship
saying it would cover the cost of her

studies.
‘Getting this Scholarship has
motivated me to do well in my
studies and to make sure I achieve
my dreams and goals. Students
should always work hard and never
give up.’
Moagi plans to do postgraduate
studies and then work in the music
industry.

Deputy Vice-Chancellor for the College of Humanities, Professor Cheryl Potgieter (right) awards Bachelor of
Arts student Ms Gaone Moagi with the Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship.
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UKZN Celebrates and Salutes the
Achievements of its Students
SITHEMBILE SHABANGU

M

ORE than 100 of the 4 108
University of KwaZuluNatal (UKZN) scholarship
winners for 2014 were honoured at
the University’s Annual Awards
Ceremony on the Westville campus
on 27 August, receiving awards
worth around R97 million.
The scholarships recognise and
reward academic excellence and
exceptional achievement in sport.
A total of 21 000 awards comprising loans, scholarships and
bursaries worth about R774 million
- have been presented this year to
UKZN students who achieved
outstanding results in
undergraduate, honours, masters
and doctoral studies.
The awards, funded by the
University and by donors, are an
indication of the calibre of students
choosing to study at UKZN.
At the awards ceremony, summa
cum laude Law scholar, Mr Ntokozo
Qwabe, and Sport Science Masters
candidate, Ms Kelly Sloley, each
received a prestigious
Distinguished Student Award.
Distinguished Student Awards
are presented to highly talented,
caring and exceptional graduates
judged to be exemplary in
embodying the ideals and attributes
the University aims to create in
every graduate.
The award, based on
nominations from staff and
students, also recognises and
rewards outstanding academic
achievement together with
excellence in community
engagement or University service
as reflected in UKZN’s vision,
mission and goals.

2014 Scholarship recipients.
Qwabe was also a recipient of
the Mandela Rhodes Scholarship.
The Mandela Rhodes
Foundation provides a special
opportunity for high academic
achievers to compete for the
scholarships that support post
graduate study at South African
universities. Winners must possess
strong leadership qualities, deep
community engagement, a
commitment to reconciliation and
reflect a spirit of entrepreneurship
– in other words, young people who
resonate with the legacy of Nelson
Mandela and Cecil John Rhodes.
Guest speaker, UKZN Alumnus
and Clinical Psychologist, Mr
Suntosh Pillay - himself a former
Mandela Rhodes Scholar-

encouraged students to continue
with their studies. He also advised
them to not only participate in
conversations but to drive debates,
speaking their minds with
compassion.
Ms Candice de Boer, an Honours
Bachelor of Science student, was
the top Honours student receiving
both the Zac Yacoob Scholarship
and the Maryam Babangida
Scholarship.
Development Masters student,
Ms Basheera Mohamed, won the
Emma Smith Overseas Scholarship.
The scholarship provides
postgraduate scholarship
opportunities for top-performing
female students resident in
Ethekwini to study abroad.

Education Student Wins Two
Sought After Scholarships
MELISSA MUNGROO
BACHELOR of Education student,
Ms Snegugu Khweshube, has been
awarded two prestigious
scholarships.
Khweshube received the Frene
Ginwala Scholarship - awarded to
top black African female
undergraduate entrants, and the
Hugh Africa Scholarship -made
annually to a top new entrant
studying Education.
‘The scholarships mean so much
to me and my family, coming at a
time when we needed them most.
These scholarships will assist me
with the registration fee, the
residence fees and also for tutorial
notes. They will make such a
difference to my life.’
Despite being apart from her
grandmother and family,
Khweshube believes her hard work
and dedication towards her studies
at UKZN will pay off and she’ll be
able to take care of her family while
at the same time making a success
of her life and inspiring colleagues,
friends and family to strive for
success.
‘I owe much to my family
especially my grandmother - they
have been with me through good
and tough times and I want to

Deputy Vice-Chancellor of
Teaching and Learning and Chair
of the Scholarships Committee,
Professor Renuka Vithal,
highlighted the University’s
commitment to support students
with funding and reward
excellence.
‘We are very proud of the way we
support our students,’ said Vithal.
Prestige Undergraduate
scholarships were awarded to the
three top-performing
undergraduate students in the
entire University – ie the three top
students in a cohort of more than
30 000 students.
Mechanical Engineering student
Mr Lance Oom was selected as the
best single undergraduate student
in the entire University receiving
the Lawrence and Constance
Robinson Scholarship. He also
received the Deputy ViceChancellor’s Scholarship for being
the top undergraduate student in
the College of Agriculture
Engineering and Science.
Second placed student and
recipient of the Brenda M Gourley
Scholarship was Music student, Ms
Rashalia Pather.
Ms Kimberleigh Govender, a
Bachelor of Science in Applied
Chemistry student, was awarded a
new scholarship - named for the
first time in recognition of the
University centenary year and
given to the third-placed student
among undergraduate top
performers. She also received the

College Deputy Vice-Chancellor’s
Scholarship.
Vithal announced that the
University was inaugurating a new
scholarship - the Hugh Africa
Scholarship - named after Professor
Hugh Africa, a distinguished
educationist, former ViceChancellor, member of the UKZN
Council and UKZN honorary
doctorate recipient. The Hugh Africa
Scholarship will be made annually
to a top new entrant choosing to
study Education at UKZN.
The first recipient of the Hugh
Africa Scholarship, Ms Snegugu
Khwebushe, said she was grateful
for the financial relief the
scholarship would bring to her and
her family, coming at the time when
she needed it most.
Khwebushe was also one of 26
students who received the Frene
Ginwala Scholarship, an award
made to top incoming black African
undergraduate students in all
disciplines.
Vithal said Sports Scholarships
were included in the Annual
Scholarships Ceremony for the first
time. These were awarded for
outstanding achievements in sport
at international, national or
provincial level.
Student Services Executive
Director, Dr Sibusiso Chalufu,
thanked the University for making
the Sports Scholarship possible. Ten
awards were made to students for
their achievements in a range of
sporting codes.

Ms Snegugu Khweshube received the Frene Ginwala and the Hugh
Africa Scholarships.
remind them that though I'm in
University and away from them, I
still love them and care for them a
lot.’
Khweshube believes that UKZN
has taught her to be responsible, to

work hard and to work with others.
‘UKZN is my source of inspiration
and someday I’d like to work as a
lecturer at this University and teach
other students and help them make
a success of their lives.’

Distinguished Student Awards recipients, Ms Kelly Sloley (left) and Mr
Ntokozo Qwabe (right).
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Masters in Science Student Earns
Mandela Rhodes Scholarship
LEENA RAJPAL

A

MANDELA Rhodes
scholarship carries with it a
responsibility for the
recipient to be a proactive citizen
with character and intellect Africa
will be proud of.
These are the words of Ms
Cerene Rathilal who was the only
postgraduate student from the
College of Agriculture, Engineering
and Science to receive the Mandela
Rhodes Scholarship this year.
The Mandela Rhodes
Foundation scholarships provide
special opportunities for further
study for high academic achievers
who possess strong leadership
qualities, deep community
engagement, a commitment to
reconciliation and who reflect a
spirit of entrepreneurship.
Rathilal’s excellent performance
is evident through her attaining her
Bachelor of Science degree summa
cum laude with a triple major in
Pure Mathematics, Applied
Mathematics, and Statistics, and
then earning her Bachelor of
Science Honours degree.
‘There are few suitable words

A Mandela Rhodes scholarship recipient, Ms Cerene Rathilal (left) with
UKZN Alumnus and former Mandela Rhodes Scholar, Mr Suntosh Pillay.
that can describe the honour of
carrying a Scholarship that bears
the name of Nelson Mandela,’ said
Rathilal. ‘Receiving the Mandela
Rhodes scholarship is more than
just a prize, it is a responsibility to
be a proactive citizen, in whose
character and intellect Africa will
take pride.’

Honours Student Wins
Two Prestige Scholarships
CHRISTINE CUÉNOD
MS Candice de Boer, who is
completing her Honours degree in
Biochemistry in the School of Life
Sciences, has been awarded two
scholarships following her
outstanding results and
commitment to her studies.
The awards are the Zak Yacoob
Scholarship and the Maryam
Babangida Scholarship.
De Boer, who graduated with a
BSc in Biochemistry and Genetics
summa cum laude in April this year,
was dux at Port Shepstone High
School winning trophies for
Physical Science, Life Sciences,
Mathematics, Accountancy, Life
Orientation and Afrikaans.
De Boer received certificates of
merit for every module completed
during her undergraduate studies
at UKZN and was awarded Dean’s
Commendations for each semester
of study.
The scholarships are also not the
first for de Boer. Based on her
outstanding matric marks, she was
a recipient of the Vice-Chancellor’s
Scholarship in 2011 which covered
all of her university expenses
during her first year at UKZN. This
scholarship was renewed for each
year of study thanks to de Boer’s
ongoing dedication to her work.
De Boer is now being recognised
for her diligence through the Zak
Yacoob Scholarship for the top
honours student overall at UKZN
and the Maryam Babangida
Scholarship for the best female
student at UKZN, proceeding from
undergraduate to honours study.
‘It is an awesome feeling
knowing all my hard work and
dedication paid off,’ said de Boer.
‘I’d like to say thank you so much
to the sponsors of both the
scholarships. I am extremely
grateful as these awards allow me to
do my honours degree without
worrying about finances. They have
given me the opportunity to

The Foundation runs three
development workshops for every
Cohort that deals specifically with
the principles underpinning the
scholarship. The two workshops
that have already taken place
focused on Leadership and
Reconciliation.
‘My experiences thus far as a

scholar have been amazing - I have
already created special memories
with the Mandela Rhodes family
that will last forever such as our
visit to Groote Schuur, Rhodes
memorial, and the invaluable
opportunity to hear the experiences
of Christo Brand and Vincent
Deepa and Cheryl Carolus,’ said
Rathilal.
Rathilal is currently pursuing
her Master of Science degree in
Mathematics focussing on the area
of Topology dealing with the theory
of Hyperspaces. ‘I want to do my
doctorate and postdoctoral studies
with a focus on lecturing and
research.’
Rathilal said she had been
inspired by her lecturers including
her current co-supervisor Professor
Dharmanand Baboolal and her
supervisor Dr Paranjothi Pillay.
She also acknowledged the great
mathematical minds of ‘Carl F
Guass, Leonard Euler, John Milnor,
and Terence Tao’ that motivated
her.
Baboolal and Pillay spoke highly
of Rathilal saying: ‘As supervisors,
we were fortunate to have Cerene as
a Masters student. She is dedicated

in her studies and this dedication
comes accompanied with a strong
passion and hunger to learn more
about her subject. We are aware also
that she devotes a lot of her time to
education projects involving high
school learners in her local
community, and as a tutor of
undergraduate students at UKZN.
This combination of deep
commitment to study and
community engagement makes her
a worthy recipient of a Mandela
Rhodes Scholarship.
‘She has already displayed great
promise to do research in Pure
Mathematics. This bodes well for
the future, not only for UKZN but
for the country as a whole, since the
number of students engaged in
postgraduate work in fundamental
Pure Mathematics research in the
country is small.’
Said Rathilal: ‘I have a deep
sense of gratitude for the Mandela
Rhodes staff and donors who have
exposed me to an environment
where great minds representing the
continent of Africa skilfully engage
with important issues – that is
something I could not get anywhere
else.’

Masters Student Wins
Rick Turner Scholarship
CHRISTINE CUÉNOD

Ms Candice De Boer was awarded
the Zak Yacoob Scholarship and
the Maryam Babangida
Scholarship.
contribute towards scientific
research.’
The Zak Yacoob Scholarship is
named after Judge Zakeria (Zak)
Yacoob, the last Chancellor of the
former University of DurbanWestville, a veteran anti-apartheid
activist and long-time member of
Natal Indian Congress and
Constitutional Court judge of
distinction. The Scholarship was
first awarded in 2011.
The Maryam Babangida
Scholarship, from an anonymous
Nigerian donor, honours Dr
Maryam Babangida, who
contributed to the improvement of
living conditions of Nigerian
women.
De Boer attributed her
consistently excellent academic
performance to her perfectionism
and dedication to attaining good
results.
‘My work ethic is to always try
my best in all I do.’
She credits her lecturers in the
School of Life Sciences for showing
support to her studies in
Biochemistry and assisting her
whenever she had any queries.
De Boer also expressed gratitude
to her mother for her support and
encouraging words over the years.
‘I plan to do my Masters at the
University of Cape Town in Health
Sciences (Biomaterials) at the
Cardiovascular Research Unit.’

MASTERS student in the School of
Mathematics, Statistics and
Computer Science, Mr Kevin
Chizoba Igwe, has won a Rick
Turner Scholarship for Masterslevel study in recognition of his
student leadership and community
engagement.
The Scholarship is named after
Dr Richard Albert David Turner, a
visionary scholar and lecturer at
the former University of Natal who
was assassinated in 1978. Turner
was an inspiration to many young
activists and played a role in the
labour movement’s renaissance.
Igwe, who is one of the five
UKZN students being awarded the
Scholarship this year, embodies the
values of the award because of his
dedication to understanding and
contribution to the lives of those
around him.
Igwe, who is from Enugu State in
Nigeria, completed his
undergraduate studies at Ekiti State
University (EKSU), formerly known
as the University of Ado-Ekiti
(UNAD).
His belief that charity begins at
home led him to become an active
member of the UKZN chapter of the
National Association of Nigerian
Students in South Africa
(NANSSA). Igwe, who joined UKZN
in the second semester of 2012 to
begin his honours study, was the
Public Relations Officer of the
Association from 2013 to August
2014.
Igwe is also an active member
and the Secretary of the UKZN
Pietermaritzburg campus branch of
the Association of Catholic Tertiary
Students (ACTS). For Igwe, being
an active member of these
associations as well as other
registered students’ associations
provides a primary means of
understanding the needs of his

Scholarship winner, Mr Kevin Igwe (left) with Dean and Head of the
School of Applied Human Sciences, Professor Nhlanhla Mkhize.
fellow students and discovering how
he can be of help to others.
He is doing his Masters by
Research in the field of
Evolutionary Algorithms,
specifically Genetic Programming.
His Masters topic is: “Automatic
Programming using Object
Oriented Genetic Programming”.
Igwe, who said his work ethic
stemmed in part from the example
set by his parents, expressed
gratitude to the lecturers and
supervisors who played a pivotal
role in his academic career.
Being at UKZN has made Igwe
realise the role an institution plays
in the success of a student. ‘At
UKZN, I realised that one’s ability

improves hugely when one is at the
right place. I have been inspired by
many activities including the
recognition the University gives to
people who have achieved
outstanding performance in their
area of study or research.’
Igwe is also a member of the
Nature Inspired Computing
Optimization Group (NICOG) at
UKZN, who he credits with
contributing towards his success.
Igwe plans to continue his
studies at UKZN and hopes to
register for his PhD once he has
successfully completed his masters.
For the moment, getting a good
result in his masters research is his
top priority.
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Brawn and Brains Secure Dental Therapy
Student a Prestige Sports Scholarship
LUNGA MEMELA

T

HE mental and physical
muscle of Bodybuilding
champion Mr Joshua Nkosi
earned him a UKZN Prestige Sports
Scholarship.
Nkosi received the award in
recognition of his outstanding
performances at local and
international Bodybuilding
competitions.
The 23 year old Dental Therapy
student recently won a title at the
2014 National Amateur
Bodybuilders Association (NABBA)
WFF Universe Competition in South
Korea, repeating his performance at
the contest last year in Greece.
In 2013 he was named UKZN
Sportsman of the Year after
winning titles at the NABBA
provincial and national
competitions in South Africa. Nkosi
was placed second in the
International Federation of
Bodybuilding and Fitness (IFBB)
East Coast Classics and provincial
competitions in 2013, was second
again at the IFBB KZN NOVICE
CLASSIC Competition in 2012 and
finished third at the NABBA
Universe Competition in the United
Kingdom in 2010.
Growing up, Nkosi enjoyed
playing Cricket, Tennis and Rugby
never imagining his long-term
sporting success would be in
bodybuilding. After suffering rugby
injuries, he met influential body
builders who inspired him to take
up the sport as a form of fitness
training.

Bodybuilding was now not just a
hobby but a lifestyle. ‘It’s who you
are and healthy eating is an
important part of it.’
He said sport cleared his mind it was his “me-time”, energising
him and providing an incentive for
his body to keep going. It also
helped him to strike a balance
between his academic and social
life.
He is currently based at King
Dinuzulu Hospital Complex as part
of the third year curriculum for
Dental Therapy.
Nkosi said clinical placements
were important because that was
where “theory met practice”. Being
situated in the actual hospital
environment challenged students to
work under pressure and within
real life situations. ‘It’s quite a
privilege,’ he said.
Passionate about his academic
life as well, Nkosi looks forward to
pursuing postgraduate research
and further developing Dentistry as
a profession.
Nkosi said he was humbled to
receive the UKZN Prestige Sports
Scholarship. ‘There were a lot of
other eligible students from various
sport codes in the mix.’
While Nkosi enjoys reading and
keeping abreast with current
affairs, he also spends a significant
amount of his time as an active
member of the Christian Revival
Church (CRC) in Durban North
where he answers to his calling of
coaching people from various
disadvantaged communities on
healthy living.

Mr Joshua Nkosi supported by his girlfriend, Ms Ayanda Hlongwane and Mr Ntethelelo Sibiya, his friend and
training partner – also students at UKZN.

Music Student Receives
Two Scholarships
MELISSA MUNGROO
MUSIC student Ms Jessica Osborne
has won two prestigious
scholarships - the College Deputy
Vice-Chancellor Scholarship and
the Townley Williams Scholarship
which is awarded to the best student
entering the final year of study in a
first degree.
Osborne was surprised but
ecstatic saying she was grateful to
the University and the sponsors for
awarding her not one but two
scholarships!
‘I feel very honoured to receive
these awards. They mean a great
deal to me and my family and serve
as a reminder of how hard I worked
to maintain a good academic
aggregate.’
This scholarship will assist
Osborne in pursuing her Master’s
degree in Music Education as well
as encouraging her to continue to do
her best academically.
She believes that scholarships
are important as they motivate
students to work hard. She advised
other students to try to maintain
good academic aggregates to be in
line for an award.
‘My whole family have inspired
me to be the person I am today. I
have learned so much from them all
and would definitely not be the
person I am today without them. A
dear friend of mine, Brendon, has
also inspired me to be the best
person I can possibly be.

Desire to Make Parents
Proud Drives Award Winner
NOMBUSO DLAMINI
A DESIRE to make his parents
proud is the driving force in the
academic life of Vice-Chancellor’s
Scholarship winner Mr Theshan
Naidoo.
‘It is a great honour to receive
such a prestigious award – it leaves
me with a feeling of deep selffulfilment and satisfaction’, said
Naidoo, a Medical student.
Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarships
are awarded to the five top-ranked
undergraduates proceeding from
first-year to second-year study in
each of the four Colleges of UKZN.
He aims to maintain if not
improve the level at which he

performs to ensure his continued
success. Naidoo advised his fellow
students to work hard and to have a
positive mind set so they were
always able to perform at their best.
He thanked the scholarship
sponsors for their considerate and
generous actions. ‘It is indeed an
honour that drives and inspires
students to perform at their best.’
Naidoo, who describes himself
as a competitive person, enjoys
playing a variety of sports
including Soccer, Cricket, Hockey
and Golf.
‘I have a very loving and
supportive family. They are always
there for me. It is an honour to know
them,’ he said.

Two scholarship awards for Music student, Ms Jessica Osborne.
‘I have started as a piano teacher
in Pietermaritzburg and intend to
focus more on this as a career once I
have completed my masters. I would

like to study Accountancy because
of my love of Mathematics.’
Osborne thanked the sponsors
and UKZN and its teaching staff.

Mr Theshan Naidoo (centre) with Deputy Vice-Chancellor for the
College of Humanities, Professor Cheryl Potgieter.
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Chemistry Student Scoops
Two Top Scholarships
LEENA RAJPAL

M

S Kimberleigh Bianca Govender of
the School of Chemistry and
Physics has received two prestige
awards - the University of KwaZulu-Natal
100th Anniversary Scholarship and the
College Deputy Vice-Chancellor’s
Scholarship.
The UKZN 100th Anniversary award –
presented for the first time - is a Prestige
Undergraduate Scholarship given to the top
three performing students from the entire
student population.
College Deputy Vice-Chancellors’
Scholarships are being awarded also for the
first time to the three top-ranked
undergraduates proceeding from second to
subsequent years of study.
Govender said: ‘It is an honour and
privilege to be awarded both these
scholarships. I am inspired daily by my
fellow students and lecturers who
continuously encourage and support me to

do my best. In addition, the scholarship is my
motivation to continue to achieve in current
and future studies. ’
A lecturer in Applied Chemistry, Dr
Brenda Moodley, said: ‘Kimberleigh
deserves both awards as she is a very hard
working student. Her results speak for
themselves and we are very proud of her
achievements and hope that she will stay on
for postgraduate studies as well.’
Lecturer in the School of Chemistry and
Physics, Dr Letitia Pillay, said: ‘It is always a
pleasure to teach someone as motivated and
dedicated as Kimberleigh. She has excelled
in her studies thus far, completing every
semester with a Dean’s Commendation and
is therefore truly deserving of both her
scholarships. I have no doubt that
Kimberleigh is going to be a success in her
postgraduate studies.’
Govender intends furthering her studies
at UKZN. ‘Since being awarded the
scholarships I aim to study further to get my
Honours in Chemistry.’

Ms Kimberleigh Bianca Govender of the School of Chemistry and Physics received two
prestige awards.

Civil Engineering Cricket Puts Student on
Student Wins T.B. the Scholarship Scoreboard
Davis Scholarship
PRASHINA KALLIDEEN

PRASHINA KALLIDEEN
A PASSION for construction and
infrastructure development led T.B.
Davis Scholarship winner Mr
Prosper Bopoto to follow a career in
Civil Engineering.
Bopoto said receiving the
scholarship was a blessing and
would provide huge relief from the
financial pressures felt by his family
and himself in meeting the costs of
tertiary education.
Bopoto describes himself as an
innovative person who cares about
the well-being of people. His choice

to pursue a Civil Engineering
degree stemmed from his interest in
his father’s construction business.
‘As I grew up, I developed a huge
passion for construction and
infrastructure development. All
these things have helped me choose
my career as a Civil Engineer.’
His uncle, a successful
Mechanical Engineer, is his role
model. ‘My uncle has transformed
the lives of most of the people
around him. He is never shy to
assist people,’ said Bopoto, who
spends his spare time playing soccer
and reading.

T.B. Davis Scholarship winner Mr Prosper Bopoto to follow a career in
Civil Engineering.

SPORT helps me lead a healthy,
social and disciplined lifestyle
which is pretty important especially
while studying, says Mr Matthew
Boote, who won a UKZN Prestige
Sports Scholarship for his
achievements in cricket.
‘I would encourage all students
to join a sports club at varsity! Sport
reveals character in a person so it
has helped me learn more about
myself and other people in general,’
said Boote.
He is grateful for the scholarship
saying it is a major financial benefit
for him and his family.
The Land Surveying student was
motivated to study Engineering
after his father, who also has an

Engineering degree, introduced
him to it. ‘What appealed to me was
that I could be outdoors in this
profession as well as having the
opportunity to be guided by my
father while learning the trade.’
South African cricketer Hashim
Amla is Boote’s sports role model
but he also admires his father who
is a dedicated and hardworking
Engineer.
His sports career has provided
him opportunities to meet many
great people.
This sports fanatic hopes to open
his own Land Surveying business
some time in the future. However,
for now he intends to carry on
playing ‘stacks of sport’ while
working to become a professional
Land Surveyor.

Mr Matthew Boote won a UKZN
Prestige Sports Scholarship for his
achievements in cricket.

Civil Engineering Student Receives College
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Scholarship
PRASHINA KALLIDEEN
BSc Civil Engineering student, Mr
Mishlin Pillay, says his College
Deputy Vice-Chancellor's
Scholarship has motivated him to
aim higher.
The final-year student, who also
has an interest in photography and
hiking, said his reason for pursuing
an Engineering degree was to
contribute to the uplifting of
society and improving the quality
of life.
Pillay, an admirer of folk singer
Bob Dylan, plans to work towards
obtaining his Professional
Engineering registration and after
sufficient experience in the
profession, he will consider
pursuing an MSc Engineering
degree.
The scholarship has motivated
Pillay to aim higher. ‘It has not only
provided financial relief for my
family and I, but more importantly,
it has served as a motivating factor
for me to realise my full potential
and achieve my goals.’

BSc Civil Engineering student, Mr Mishlin Pillay with Deputy ViceChancellor for the College of Humanities, Professor Cheryl Potgieter.
The high achiever, who admires
and respects his parents greatly,
also attributes his success to his
lecturers. ‘I would also like to
express my appreciation to all the

lecturers and staff at Civil
Engineering at Howard campus.
They have always encouraged us to
be independent and challenge
ourselves,’ said Pillay.
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Medical Student Receives
Pius Langa Scholarship
NOMBUSO DLAMINI

M

EDICAL student Usha
Govind is the recipient of
a Pius Langa Scholarship
worth R50 000 annually.
Govind, one of four students
who received the scholarship, said:
‘I am extremely grateful. Thanks to
the funders of the scholarship for
their contribution in recognising
our academic achievements.’
The scholarship, awarded to topperforming, new undergraduate
students, is named after the
renowned former Chief Justice of
South Africa, the last Chancellor of
the University of Natal and the
first Ombudsman of the University
of KwaZulu-Natal.
The scholarships are awarded to
students ranked in the top 10 in
KwaZulu-Natal Provincial
Education Department NSC
examinations, or top nationally in
the IEB matriculation
examinations.
Govind said the award served as
a reminder that ‘there is no
substitute for hard work and it will

certainly motivate me to achieve
more and to help others wherever I
can. Each year, I will strive to
maintain a high academic
standard in order to be re-awarded
this scholarship and to excel in my
career as a doctor.’
Govind’s family and friends play
a huge role in her life, supporting
and motivating her in whatever she
does. ‘I am driven by both my
achievements and failures as they
motivate me to work harder.’
Recreational activities such as
spending time with friends,
exercising, dancing and watching
TV keep the 18-year-old very busy.
She advised fellow students to
always strive to improve
themselves, keep working hard and
to enjoy what they did.
Govind, who completed her
matric at Durban Girls’ College, is
from a very medically involved
family - her father is an
Anaesthetist and her mother a
Pharmacist.
Govind’s brother is currently a
fifth-year Medical student at
UKZN.

Ethekwini Speaker Mr Logie Naidoo (right) with scholarship recipient, Medical student Usha Govind.

PhD Students Receive UKZN Doctoral Scholarships
MELISSA MUNGROO

Two PhD students who were awarded prestigious UKZN Doctoral
scholarships, Mr Jean Paul Ngoboka (left) and Ms Quraisha Dawood
(right) presented to them by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Research,
Professor Jonathan Blackledge.

TWO PhD students from the College
of Humanities, Mr Jean Paul
Ngoboka and Ms Quraisha Dawood,
have been awarded prestigious
UKZN Doctoral scholarships.
The scholarship is awarded at
senior postgraduate level from
UKZN funds.
‘It’s hard for me to believe that I
am the recipient of this
scholarship,’ said Ngoboka. ‘I feel
blessed. It means fewer problems.
My family can concentrate on other
issues rather than being worried
about my financial situation. My

children are also motivated to work
harder hoping that one day they
might become beneficiaries of a
similar scholarship.’
Ngoboka believes that the
scholarships are important in two
ways: material support and
recognition of individual
achievement and motivation. ‘In my
case it came as a response to a
difficult situation I was in because I
left my job to register as a full time
student. Financially, I’m now secure
and can concentrate on my studies.
Also it is a motivation for me to
work harder.’
Dawood was elated saying she

appreciated being recognised for her
research. ‘UKZN has opened many
doors for me as a post graduate
student and this scholarship affirms
that such an institution believes in
students who work hard.
‘UKZN has allowed me to make
my family very proud. Often
students can feel invisible and alone,
especially when doing a PhD, but
opportunities like this prove that
hard work does not go unrecognised
at UKZN.’
Dawood’s message to other
students is ‘continue to strive to do
your best and make the most of
opportunities’.

Prestige Sports Scholarship for Young Cricket Star
LUNGA MEMELA

FIRST year Sports Science student,
18-year-old Mr Kurtlyn Mannikam,
has been a Cricket star since he was
a kid.
He played for the U11, U12, U13,
U15 and U17 divisions of the
KwaZulu-Natal Inland Cricket
Union (INLAND) and was named
President’s X1 captain in 2013. He
won a Jacque Kallis Scholarship
from 2009 to 2013 and played firstteam Cricket for Pietermaritzburg
College in 2013. This year he’s a
member of UKZN’s 1st XI and has
joined the Dolphins Academy.
So there’s little doubt the young
sportsman is brimming with talent!
This was recognised by UKZN who
awarded him a Prestige Sports
Scholarship.
Mannikam says a highlight was
playing cricket in England when he
was 12. His sporting career has
taken him to many foreign
destinations including Ireland and
Zimbabwe. In Grade 10 he was a
sports exchange student in
Germany from where he travelled
to Austria, Switzerland and the

Mr Kurtlyn Mannikam (centre) with his parents.
Czech Republic.
He said he was surprised to
receive a UKZN’s Prestige Sports

Scholarship because he had decided
to move to Cape Town where he
believed his sporting career would

blossom. ‘It was such an honour
getting the UKZN scholarship.’
Mannikam decided to study

Sports Science because he wants to
stay as close to sport as possible.
‘People don’t really know what
Sports Science is. They think it’s
merely related to coaching. I love
the Chemistry practicals, Anatomy
and Physiology side of it.’
Mannikam said academic
qualifications were a necessary
back up to a sports career. ‘Your
body is your money maker. It’s
always good to have something to
fall back on. Over investing in one
thing makes you live an unbalanced
life.’
He balances sport and academics
with his passion for music – he
plays drums and guitar at his
church. Family time is important
to him and strives to be the very
best at everything he does.
He enjoys a braai at the beach
after a game of Touch Rugby when
he is not at home studying or
watching sport on television.
Mannikam hopes to play for the
Dolphins-B side by the end of 2014
and professionally within the next
three years.
He paid tribute to his parents for
their support and understanding.
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Scholarship Awards Ceremony 2014

Brightsparks College of Law and Management Studies Frene Ginwala Entrant Scholarship recipients at the
ceremony.
Mr Mark Chambers, currently completing his Bachelor of Science has
been awarded a Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship for his achievements
during his first year of study.

UKZN Prestige Sports Scholarship recipient Gareth
Wissing.

Ms Rashalia Pather was the recipient of two
prestigious scholarships.

First-year Bachelor of Science student, Ms Aadila Moola (left) with
Ethekwini Speaker Mr Logie Naidoo.

Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship recipient Ms Shamila
College of Humanities students Mr Mondli Ntshingila (left) and
Mpinga with the Deputy Vice-Chancellor for the
Mr Sandile Zulu who won the UKZN Prestige Sports Scholarships. College of Humanities, Professor Cheryl Potgieter.

Mr Mfundo Mdletshe recieved the Abe
Bailey Travel Bursary.

Ms Ayanda Hadebe was the recipient of the
Frene Ginwala Scholarship.

Ms Basheerah Mohamed presented to them her Emma Smith
Overseas Scholarship by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor for
Research, Professor Jonathan Blackledge.

Ms Samkelo Mtshali being awarded the
Frene Ginwala Scholarship.

Ms Unathi Belu was awarded the Mandela
Rhodes Scholarship.
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